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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Noriko Sato, Ikuo Ota
Function in IUFRO: Sato is a deputy of 6.08.01 Unit (Gender research in forestry). Ota is an editor in Small-scale forestry Journal.
Email: sato.noriko.842@m.kyushu-u.ac.jp, ikuota@agr.ehime-u.ac.jp
2) Meeting report 
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

Joint conference of 3.08 and 6.08 was held in Fukuoka, Japan. After the opening session of the starting day, a keynote speech on Japanese small-scale forestry was announced. Then, an open-to-public symposium titled “World’s Forest and Forestry with Gender Perspective” took place with four keynote speeches representing Europe, the U.S., developing countries, and Japan, followed by lively discussion on the reality and significance of women’s participation in small-scale and community-based forestry. The sessions had 39 oral and 26 poster presentations. On the final day, Teppo-Session allowed participants to voluntarily discuss future directions of small-scale and community-based forestry and gender-related forestry.
The Joint conference included the following issues: 

a) Roles of small-scale and community-based forestry for rural development
b) Theoretical and conceptual issues of small-scale and community-based forestry
c) Landowners‘ attitudes toward forest management
d) Consolidation of forest practices to overcome fragmented land
e) Women’s participation to community-based forestry
f) Activity of women’s organization for sustainable forest management
g) Agroforestry & non-timber forest products
h) Land tenure & traditional inheritance system
i) Modification of traditional community-based forestry
j) Activities of forest owners’ cooperatives
k) Education & communications in forestry
l) Timber markets and distribution systems 
Presentations are available at the conference webpage.

http://ffpsc.agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp/policy/IUFRO/program.html
Awards were given for the best young researcher (oral), good poster presentations and academic contributor on research of small-scale forestry.

· Young researcher award
· Katri Hamunen (University of Eastern Finland)
· Good poster awards

· Ryo Uemura (Utsunomiya University) 
· Keito Mineo (Kyoto University) 

· Ratih Madya Septiana (Kyushu University) 

· Academic contributor of small-scale forestry

· Prof. Heimo Karppinen (University of Helsinki)
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
This was the first Joint Conference of 3.08 and 6.08 units. Participants were made aware of the reality of small-scale forest owners in many developed countries who have been suffering from aging and depopulation of their villages, and less forest income and more dependency on other income sources; the need to grasp the changes in forest owner’s attitudes toward forest; and progressing grouping of forest owners, support of forest owners’ cooperatives and consolidation measures in each country. At the same time, the participants also confirmed that the issues of small-scale forestry and community-based forestry can be discussed on a new common ground by adding gender perspective, which will lead them to new directions.  As the ratio of woman forest owners in European countries and the U.S. grows recently, studies on difference of attitudes toward forest between genders and the roles of woman forest owner groups are getting more important. It was found, however, that the ratio of woman forest owners varies from country to country. Moreover, it was stressed that polices and measures are centered on timber production, while women are also interested in other forest functions.

  Besides the previous findings that women’s participation is indispensable to community-based forestry and that women are highly interested in non-timber forest product (NTFP) in developing countries, many other studies to further understand community forestry were announced such as a case study on what’s the difference of forest resource management between women’s groups and mixed gender groups.
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
The proceedings will be published by end of December, 2013.
 (http://ffpsc.agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp/policy/IUFRO/IUFROF2013.html ) 
Next conference of the IFRO working group 3.08 will be held from 19 to 23 of May, 2014 in Sopron, Hungary with “Adaptation in Forest Management under changing Framework Conditions”.

The working group 6.08 is going to seek a possibility to open a world café for free discussions of gender issues across the research groups in XXIV IUFRO World Congress 2014, Salt Lake City.
Joint Conference of 3.08 and 6.08 units was valuable, so suggestion to hold one every 3-4 years was made, and approved by the coordinator and deputies who participated in the conference.
Background information (meeting context):
Community-based forestry as well as small-scale forestry has the hot issues to sustain sound forest management in both developed and developing countries. Small-scale forestry provides important environmental protection, landscape conservation and rural development benefits as well as timber production in many countries. However, small-scale forestry faces many challenges in developed and semi-developed countries, especially associated with aging, declining birthrate, depopulation, and unemployment in rural districts. In many countries, small and fragmented forestland ownership is quite common. In some countries, communal forest ownership as a residue from feudal era is still alive and has been managed by rural community. In one hand, such communal forests or commons may be considered as a pre-modern and inefficient style of ownership and which are likely to disappear under the market economy. On the other hand, communal forests offer a variety of possibilities for conservation of ecological landscapes or healthy rural development. Looking at developing countries, in some cases, there has been moves for forest land tenure/ownership to be distributed to communities or individuals with the rapid acceleration of decentralizing policy in the forestry sector. Under such circumstances, researchers are struggling to analyze and understand how to accomplish a successful management of community-based forestry. To better understand the present situation and the future challenges of small-scale forestry as well as different types of community-based forestry, a gender perspective is needed.
3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: IUFRO 2013 Joint Conference of 3.08 & 6.08: Future Directions of Small-scale and Community-based Forestry
Date and venue: 8-13 September, Fukuoka, Japan
Meeting website: http://ffpsc.agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp/policy/IUFRO/IUFROF2013.html
Number of participants: 152 (Registered researchers: 86, Japanese participants of the open symposium without researchers: 66)
Countries represented: 17
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: 3.08 Small-scale Forestry and 6.08 Gender and Forestry
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): 
 Host organizations: Organizing committee of IUFRO 3.08 & 6.08 Joint Conference, Japanese Forest Economic Society
 Sponsors: National Land Afforestation Promotion Organization, Fukuoka Convention & Visitors Bureau, IUFRO-J, The Japan Forestry Association (Sanrinkai), Gokase Winery, Japanese Association of Forestry Practice Planners, USUI Automechanic Shop, Rata +, Forest Management Association of Japan, IHI Construction Machinery Limited-Kyushu branch office, CATERPILLAR Kyushu, Japan Forest Foundation, J-FIC, Oguni Woody Association, YASUNARI Co; LTD, Zoho Japan Co., LTD.
Study tour(s) to:
 Hoshino village (in-conference tour), Hita city and Oguni town (after-conference tour)
During the excursion, participants visited small-scale forest owners, and the site of housing complex built by forest owners association. They also enjoyed nature and traditional culture unique to Japan through the visits to terraced paddy fields, traditional Japanese-style rooms with classical door fitting, and a drying-log facility with steam of hot spring, and also through cultural experience of tea ceremony.
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
· IUFRO Website
· IUFRO 3.08 and 6.08 Mailing List

· The Japanese Forest Economic Society’s Website and Mailing List

· Facebook Group “Japanese Forestry”
· Advertising leaflets through sponsors and support organizations

4 articles on the conference were/will be appeared in domestic magazines related to forestry.
Related publications /websites:
http://ffpsc.agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp/policy/IUFRO/program.html 
 (Inquiries: Akie Kawasaki (Deputy Secretary-general of organizing committee) : iufro.fukuoka@gmail.com)
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

