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The Palencia Campus of the University of Valladolid hosted the IUFRO Division 4 2006 International Meeting

The days 3rd to 7th of April, a thematic meeting on climate change and forestry was held, focused on the management of carbon sequestration in forests, and its adaptation to the new conditions. The Meeting, 23rd of the Division, was devoted to research in forest biomass´s sequestration of carbon, monitoring and modelling of carbon sequestration, and forest adaptation
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The Meeting started with an inaugural act that was widely attended by local and regional press. The front table was composed by the Secretary of Environment of the Regional Government of Castilla y León, Dr. Margarida Tomé, Coordinator of IUFRO Division 4, Dr. Elena Hidalgo Rodríguez, Vicerector of the Palencia Campus, Dr. Klaus von Gadow, former Coordinator of IUFRO Division 4, and Dr. Felipe Bravo, Chairman of the Meeting and Director of the ETS de Ingenierías Agrarias of the University of Valladolid.
Dr. LeMay, Monday invited speaker,  presented her communication entitled “Estimating Carbon Stocks and Stock Changes in Forests: Linking Models and Data Across Scales”, which opened the Meeting´s first session devoted to Monitoring and Modelling. On Tuesday, Dr. Olga Krankina presented her invited communication “Will adding dead trees to the carbon cycle allow us to see the forest?”, which opened the Session 2: Carbon Squestration. In the evening that day, the City Mayor, Mr. Heliodoro Gallego Cuesta, gifted the Meeting with a cultural visit, in which different buildings and churches downtown were visited, followed by a reception at the City Hall.

The technical visits that took place during the Wednesday field trip covered two different tematic ranges. On a geographic perspective, the visits covered a range from agricultural riverbank lands through highland reforestations to mountain slopes. A different, though samely alligned, gradient was also presented, this one on more managerial grounds from short-term poplar plantations through pine reforestations to hardwood long-term experimental plots. The field trip also included a quick overview of the Romanic arquitecture that represents one of the main turistic assests of the region. In so doing, visits were paid to San Andrés del Arroyo, an old but still active nun monastery, Santa María la Real de Mave (a former monk monastery turned rural tourism facility) and the famous Romanic church of Frómista on the Camino de Santiago. The Mayor of Saldaña also showed us some of the oldest features of downtown Saldaña, including its known, 6-century-old main square.
On Thursday, Dr. Lauri Valsta presented his invited contribution “Carbon in forests and wood products in view of climate change mitigation”. It added to the conceptual development of the Session 2: Carbon sequestration. Elena Hidalgo Rodríguez, Vicerector of the Palencia Campus, offered the participants a reception as informal farewell. Different sausages, cheeses and wines were thankfully eaten and drank along the chat.

Dr. Valladares´s “A mechanistic view of the capacity of forests to cope with climate change” represented a thoughtful and provoking invited communication for the Friday session. Dynamics, plasticity or heterogeneity would be selected as keywords in it, in a great way of opening a morning devoted to adaptation.
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