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1. Changes in the IUFRO RG 7.04

Following the interest that the increase in atmospheric CO2 and related issues has been receiving at our RG meetings since 1998, in 2003 it was suggested to modify the RG title "Impacts of air pollutants on forest ecosystems" into "Impacts of air pollutants andclimate change on forest ecosystems". This proposal was accepted at theIUFRO EB meeting in Seoul, October 2004, and is now on line at http://www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-7/
The objective of our Research Group is to address complex effects of air pollution and climate change on forest ecosystems through an active interaction between specialists in several areas of forest sciences. The WG 7.04.01 deals with detection, monitoring and evaluation of air pollution and climate change effects on forests; the WG 7.04.02 explains physiological and biochemical processes, and develops indicators of those effects; the WG 7.04.03 addresses status and changes in forest environment from the point of view of atmospheric deposition of air pollutants, contamination of soils and nutrient cycling; the WG 7.04.04 deals with evaluation of genetic changes in forest vegetation caused by air pollution and climate change.

----

2. International meeting 'Metal fluxes and stresses in terrestrial ecosystems'

Centro Stefano Franscini, Monte Verita', Ascona, Switzerland 

15th - 20th October 2005 

http://www.wsl.ch/forest/wus/bioindic/monte_verita/index.html
This meeting aims to bring different disciplines together to communicate and discuss recent developments in the ecology of heavy- metal-stressed terrestrial ecosystems, especially in urbanized and forested areas, where toxic levels have been reached in many cultivated / non-cultivated soils due to anthropogeneous activities in the recent past.

Sessions:

1) Availability of heavy metals;

2) Promoted or impeded heavy metal flux by abiotic environmental and biotic factors; 

3) Pathway through the cell wall from the root tips to aboveground compartments; 

4) 'From Cell to Tree' http://www.wsl.ch/forest/wus/bioindic/zb/fzb-de 

5) Metal exposure to biotical defence reactions, immobilisation and evolutionary aspects; 

6) Community consequences; 

7) Phytoremediaton; wrap-up.

Please forward this announcement to every possible contributor.

Looking forward to receiving your registration (deadline 31st July 2005) and abstracts (deadline 1st May 2005), and meeting you at Monte Verita'. 
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