MINUTES FOR THE BUSSINES MEETING OF IUFRO’s 

Research Group 5.05.00 “Composites and reconstituted products ”

Location and date: Brisbane, August 10,2005, 19:30-20:00 p.m. 

XXII IUFRO Congress 

Participants: C.Wang (Taiwan), R.Wellwood (Canada), J.Winandy (USA), S.Hiziroglu (USA), K.Ye (China), M.Barbu (Romania)

During the 30 min. session following topics were discussed:

1. M.Barbu, Coordinator of RG5.05 present a short rapport of activity after the last IUFRO Div.5 Conference in Rotorua (March 2003). No major activities took place. The Session 90 during the XXII IUFRO Congress is the main activity organized by this RG. The IUFRO internet site for RG 5.05 is still not updated. The Sub-Groups coordinators for 5.05.02 and 5.05.03 did not response during the last 2 years. Therefore Marius Barbu proposed to reanalyze the structure of this RG.

2. C.Wang, Coordinator of IUFRO 5th Division, suggested to reconsider this situation and to have a report. This RG has to improve their activities within the Division 5. Some co-sponsoring during various known conferences on wood based composites could be considered. Major activities should take place in the next years until the next division conference in Taiwan (Oct.2007).

3. R.Wellwood, Deputy Coordinator of RG5.05.01, told that are many established conferences in wood products in the US and Canada. Therefore IUFRO RG5.05 can not afford to organize successfully parallel workshops on the same topic. Robert Wellwood suggested joining the meetings which can accept IUFRO as a co-sponsors.

4. J.Winandy, Coordinator of RG5.05.01, proposed to join the next Pacific RIM Bio-Composite Symposium in Malaysia (2006) in a separate session for wood-based panels. It exists the possibility to co-act with the RG 5.04.11 (Bernard Dawson, NZ) in a joint session. Another conference which RG5.05 can join will take place in Kassel (Germany) in 2006 dealing with natural fiber-based composites.

5. S.Hiziroglu, Deputy Coordinator of RG5.05.00, proposed to review the situation with the coordinators of RG5.05.03 who do not respond @mails or doesn’t participate to the last conference in Rotorua or this congress in Brisbane. Salim Hiziroglu has many contacts to Malaysian institutions in this field, which maybe useful to include IUFRO RG5.05 for the next Pacific RIM symposium. 

6. K.Ye, Deputy Coordinator of RG5.05.00, insisted to make the changes of the coordinators without activity and to improve generally the activity of these RGs. He emphasized the unique chance during the next Pacific RIM symposium to get more speakers and participants for the IUFRO Div.5 conference in Taiwan 2007.

It was also discussed the possibility to reduce the sub-groups (5.05.01 to 5.05.03) to only one working group (5.05.00), at least during the next period of time, when new participants will join the structure of this RG.

The business meeting continued an other 30 min outside of the meeting room and the conclusions of this will be presented from the RG-coordinator during the Business Session of the Division 5, on August 12, 2005.

