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Silvavoc Terminology Project
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? (IUFRO News Issue 9, October 2006)

This column in IUFRO News addresses, on a regular basis, the challenge of saying exactly what you mean and meaning what you say: we will provide definitions of (emerging) terms and inform on needs for clarification of forest terminology in issues related to the Editorial of IUFRO News. 

This time, the focus is on the paradigm change in forest management which goes along with the transition from the former sustained yield timber management (SYTM) to the present sustainable forest management (SFM); a. o. it led also to a shift from a disciplinary to an interdisciplinary approach, comprising new concepts and view points (e.g. away from stand to landscape level). 

ECOSYSTEM (-BASED) FOREST MANAGEMENT (EM)

FR gestion des écosystèmes - ES gestión de ecosistemas - DE Ökosystem-Management

Management guided by monitoring of ecological interactions and processes necessary to sustain ecosystem composition, structure, and function over the long run. 

Note -This may involve changing industrial practices to emulate natural disturbances, so as to maintain ecosystem structure, pattern, and process with natural limits. Protected areas, monitoring, and adaptive management are additional elements. 

FOREST RESOURCE(S) MANAGEMENT (FRM)

FR gestion des ressources forestières - ES gestión de recursos forestales - DE Waldressourcen-Management

Planning adminstration and management of forest resources to provide environmental and economic benefits for society. It involves the study of recreation and utilization of natural resources, including wood, wildlife, special forest products and water. 

LANDSCAPE

FR paysage - ES paisaje - DE Landschaft

Heterogeneous cluster of interacting ecosystems including vegetation, soil, fauna, lithosphere, hydrosphere and surface layer of the atmosphere related to this area. Landscape is a distinct level of ecological organization, a system composed of a mosaic of divers ecosystems whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors.

You find these and other information in the IUFRO SilvaTerm multilingual terminology database [http://www.iufro.org/science/special/silvavoc/]. We are also particularly interested to know your opinion about the proposed definitions and about other terms that you think need explanation, translation in other languages or definition in this changing forest management context. Contact us at prueller@iufro.org or kaennel@wsl.ch. 

