Telling the Story of Global Forestry Right
Alejandra Real (University of Göttingen, Germany)
From 22-24 October 2006, prior to the forestXchange conference (see page 1), forest communication experts from 14 countries met in Freiburg, Germany to discuss the most suitable instruments for communicating forest science and give recommendations for specific communication activities of IUFRO.  Positive examples from around the world showed that forest science had a reasonable potential to become part of the communication between stakeholders, the media and the public.  However, success means that communication becomes a daily task for forest science institutions and IUFRO.

Policy expertise and knowledge brokers required
A scientific survey on communication between stakeholders and scientists in Europe conducted by G. Jansen (European Forest Institute) reveals that the two groups do not know each other very well.  In policy matters stakeholders have a high demand in expertise, but scientists offer mainly natural science results.  Personal meetings are often the most efficient way to produce scientific answers to the questions the stakeholders really ask.  Scientists may learn to communicate better, but there is an increasing demand for “knowledge brokers” who bridge the huge gap between the scientific world and the interest-driven communication of policy makers.

Problems attract attention to (forest) science

Global media report about major forest-related issues such as biodiversity, forest fires or global warming and, according to an analysis by Kleinschmit et al (Germany), scientists are an important source of information.  Unfortunately, the voice of forest scientists is often not heard whereas other natural scientists, especially biologists, dominate the scientific arguments.  Forest scientists must learn how to link their findings better to the problems of society in order to attract attention.  The main challenge for IUFRO is to integrate forest science into the discourse about global problems.  If IUFRO tells the story of global forestry in a simple yet thrilling and relevant way to everybody in every village of the world, the media and stakeholders will listen.  This is the lesson to be learned from the media star “biodiversity”.

Successful training by journalists 

T. Bildstein (Australia) turned the scientific seminar participants into an amused audience listening to TV news about forestry issues.  Everybody was convinced that training forest scientists by a journalist was a very effective and efficient strategy to make forest science visible in the media.   Thinking a little bit like a journalist makes it much easier for a scientist to act and talk just the way the media like to listen to. 

Sources of daily professional communication

The well documented case studies from the US by C. Miner and C. Whitlock and others shared one message.  Forest scientists are willing to communicate with stakeholders and citizens but such an engagement needs a reasonable amount of time and financial sources. Research Stations of the USDA Forest Service have made encouraging experiences with starting new print media for special target groups.  Not cheap but well invested money to make forest science known in the field.

IUFRO Communication Strategy in need for clear priorities

The experts conducted an evaluation of the draft of the new IUFRO communication strategy.  The strategy was discussed in detail based on the 14 rules for successful communication the TF had published previously.  The result is that IUFRO is planning communication issues in a much more professional way than before and many steps are well designed but can be improved in details still.  The TF has made specific suggestions, but the main challenge is the gap between many useful PR activities and the very restricted resources at IUFRO Headquarters to implement daily communication.  The solution is to set a clear and very narrow focus for the PR activities of the Headquarters and simultaneously to look for more resources. Encouraging IUFRO member institutions to communicate IUFRO better could enlarge the resources substantially and help to promote both IUFRO and the member institutions. 

Keep on communicating

Reports of the meeting will be published: Daniela Kleinschimt, Max Krott, Alejandra Real (Eds.) “Communicating Forest Science a Daily Task” Occasional Paper will be available in http://www.iufro.org/science/task-forces/communication/ 

The next meeting of the Task Force will be hosted by Canada in 2008.

The details of the meetings will be available through the Task Force’s home page: http://www.iufro.org/science/task-forces/communication/
Technical data

“Communicating Forest Science: Communicating – why and how?”

Venue of meeting: Forest Research Institute Baden-Wuerttemberg, Freiburg, Germany

25 participants representing 14 countries: Australia, Austria, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Slovakia, South Korea, Switzerland, USA.

Nine presentations were given and two general discussion blocks were made.

Contact person: Alejandra Real, Email: areal@gwdg.de
