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SilvaVoc Terminology Project
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? (IUFRO News Issue 10/11, December 2006)

This column in IUFRO News addresses, on a regular basis, the challenge of saying exactly what you mean and meaning what you say: we will provide definitions of (emerging) terms and inform on needs for clarification of forest terminology in issues related to the Editorial of IUFRO News. 

This time, the focus is on new approaches to knowledge transfer and new ways of communication between scientists and practitioners. Community building, new technologies, web-based knowledge exchange, peer-to-peer communication, new possibilities of integrating experts into knowledge management (KM), and a new perception of the notion of “knowledge” and “expertise” open up the evolving field of knowledge management in forestry.

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT (KM)

FR gestion du savoir - ES gestión del conocimiento - DE Wissensmanagement
The collecting of knowledge and its efficient use for the benefit of an organization

Note - In practice, knowledge management often encompasses identifying and mapping intellectual assets within the organization, generating new knowledge through analysis and synthesis for competitive advantage within the organization, making vast amounts of corporate information accessible, sharing of best practices, and technology that enables all the above. 

You find these and other information in the IUFRO SilvaTerm multilingual terminology database [http://www.iufro.org/science/special/silvavoc/]. We are also particularly interested to know your opinion about the proposed definitions and about other terms that you think need explanation, translation in other languages or definition in this changing forest management context. Contact us at prueller@iufro.org or kaennel@wsl.ch. 
