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SilvaVoc Terminology Project
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? (IUFRO News Issue 1, January 2007)

This column in IUFRO News addresses, on a regular basis, the challenge of saying exactly what you mean and meaning what you say: we will provide definitions of (emerging) terms and inform on needs for clarification of forest terminology in issues related to the Editorial of IUFRO News. 

This time, the focus is on terms related to low-input strategies needed in tree breeding and genetic conservation.
FOREST TREE BREEDING

FR amélioration génétique - ES mejora genética - DE Waldbaumzüchtung


Practices applying knowledge of genetics to develop improved trees. Conventional tree breeding is based on selection of individuals for certain desired characters and mating these individuals to produce an improved population. 

Note - Forest tree breeding may connote breeding systems varying from harvesting seed from only the best sources (mass selection) to sophisticated multi-phase, multigeneration programmes or controlled pollination.

[Schmidt, L., 1997. Tree Improvement Glossary. Technical Note 46. Danida Forest Seed Centre]

GENETIC CONSERVATION

FR conservation génétique - ES conservación genética - DE genetische Erhaltung

SYN gene conservation, gene pool conservation, genetic resource conservation
The collection, maintenance, storage and sustainable management of genetic resources aimed at ensuring their continued existence, evolution and availability for future generations. 

[Source: Multilingual Glossary of Genetic Resources. FAO/IUFRO http://iufro-archive.boku.ac.at/iufro/silvavoc/glossary]

You find these and other information in the IUFRO SilvaTerm multilingual terminology database [http://www.iufro.org/science/special/silvavoc/]. We are also particularly interested to know your opinion about the proposed definitions and about other terms that you think need explanation, translation in other languages or definition in this changing forest management context. Contact us at prueller@iufro.org or kaennel@wsl.ch. 
