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SilvaVoc Terminology Project

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? (IUFRO News Issue 2, February 2007)

This column in IUFRO News addresses, on a regular basis, the challenge of saying exactly what you mean and meaning what you say: we will provide definitions of (emerging) terms and inform on needs for clarification of forest terminology in issues related to the Editorial of IUFRO News. 

This time, the focus is on terms related to the ‘Greenhouse Gas Budget of Soils under Changing Climate and Land Use’ and the Cost Action 639.
CARBON SINK

FR puit de carbone – ES sumidero de carbono - 
DE Kohlenstoffsenke  

A pool that absorbs or takes up released carbon from another pool of the global carbon cycle. Any process or mechanism which removes a greenhouse gas, an aerosol, or a precursor of a greenhouse gas from the atmosphere.
For example, a given pool can be a sink for atmospheric carbon if, during a given time interval, more carbon is flowing into it than is flowing out.

[adapted from Earth Science glossary]

NOTE Opposite of -> source. Carbon sink is the condition in which take-in and storage rate are higher than the C release from the system. 

CARBON SOURCE

FR source de carbone – ES fuente de carbono – 
DE Kohlenstoffquelle

A pool that releases carbon to another carbon pool. For example, a carbon reservoir can be a net source of carbon to the atmosphere if less carbon is flowing into it than is flowing out of it.

NOTE Opposite of -> sink. The definition of the Framework Convention on Climate Change is wider and more specific in the sense that it makes reference to the release of a greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a precursor of a greenhouse gas into the atmosphere.

GREENHOUSE GAS (GHG)

FR  gaz à effet de serre (GES) - ES gas de efecto invernadero (GEI) – DE Treibhausgas (THG)

Atmospheric gases, such as water vapor, carbon dioxide, ozone, methane, nitrous oxide, and chlorofluorocarbones, which warm the lower atmosphere by absorbing thermal radiation emitted by the earth surface. This property causes the greenhouse effect.

NOTE Increases in concentrations of the latter four gases have been linked to emissions from human activity.
You find these and other information in the IUFRO SilvaTerm multilingual terminology database [http://www.iufro.org/science/special/silvavoc/]. We are also particularly interested to know your opinion about the proposed definitions and about other terms that you think need explanation, translation in other languages or definition in this changing forest management context. Contact us at prueller@iufro.org or kaennel@wsl.ch. 
