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1. Strategic Workshop on "Forest ecosystems in a changing environment: identifying future monitoring and research needs", Istanbul, Turkey

This COST workshop is organized by Federal Research Centre for Forestry and Forest Products (BFH) and Turkish Ministry of the Environment under the auspices of the Convention of Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP), IUFRO RG 7.01.00 "Impacts of Air Pollution and Climate Change on Forest Ecosystems", and European Commission. The workshop is open to any qualified participant.

Monday 10 March 14.00 hrs to Wednesday 12 March 13.00 hrs Excursion Thursday 13 March full day

Main sessions deal with forest ecosystems and

    * climate change

    * ozone

    * critical loads and deposition

Call for abstracts to be published shortly before Christmas Submission of abstracts in January Selected speakers will be reimbursed.

Information will be provided under www.COSTforest2008.org
For more information, contact

Dr. Richard Fischer fischer@holz.uni-hamburg.de 
(Richard Fischer)
----

2. Conference on “FORESTS, BIOENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE”, 20-21 March 2008, Casablanca, Morocco. 

The conference is organized by the Association “SYLVA-WORLD for Development and the Protection of Forests and the Environment”, in conjunction with the IUFRO Units 4.02.01 "Resource data in the tropics", 7.01.00 "Impacts of Air Pollution and Climate Change on Forest Ecosystems", Task Force “Forests and Carbon Sequestration”, and the University Hassan II, Ain Shock, in Casablanca.

Deadline for abstract submission: January 25, 2008

For more information, visit www.geocities.com/sylva.monde/first.htm  

or contact Dr. Mohammed Ellatifi, Conference Chair

E-mail: sylva.world@yahoo.fr 

(Mohammed Ellatifi)

----

3. A new IUFRO Unit 

A new IUFRO Unit was established in November, 2007. The new Unit 7.01.06 will deal with those "Social and political aspects" related to the "Impacts of air pollution and climate change on forest ecosystems" (RG 7.01.00).

Air Pollution/Climate Change issues are intrinsically transdisciplinary and policy-related. Bridging science and policy is a traditional problem for 7.01 researchers. We know a lot of the 

science (but not all), and the problems are now mainly political. 7.01 scientists have been moving into this more policy-focused area. Most Air Pollution/Climate Change problems are now in developing countries, i.e. where  the potential forest-mediated effects on the local society are of  most concern, and where regulations to protect forests still need to be developed.

The aim of WP 7.01.06 is to encourage new dialogue as a vehicle to move some of the science and thinking in 7.01 more into a way that can feed into policy. Collaboration with IUFRO Division 6 "Social, Economic, Information, and Policy Sciences" and Task Force on "Forest policy-science interface" is welcome.

Our best wishes to the new officers, He Shang (C) from China, Luis Villarreal-Ruiz (DC) from Mexico, and Mandoolika Agrawal (DC) from India.

A website will be available soon at 

http://www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-7/70000/70100/
----
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