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SilvaVoc Terminology Project

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? (IUFRO News Issue 3, March 2007)

This column in IUFRO News addresses, on a regular basis, the challenge of saying exactly what you mean and meaning what you say: we will provide definitions of (emerging) terms and inform on needs for clarification of forest terminology in issues related to the Editorial of IUFRO News. 

This time, the focus is on a term related to ‘Nature-based Tourism - From Timber Production to New Products’
Ecotourism or ecological tourism is a neologism first used in the mid 1980s that differs from classic tourism by using nature and basically protected areas as its focus. Héctor Ceballos-Lascuráin is often credited with coining the term (see definition below). Although there is differing emphasis put on the several elements of the concept, - critical considerations of the idealistic concept claim that ecotourism is often simply used as a marketing tool, and has sometimes unpredictable impacts - most of the definitions highlight the following aspects: ecotourism involves travel to natural destinations; minimizes cultural impact; builds environmental awareness; provides direct financial benefits for conservation; provides financial benefits and empowerment for local people; respects local culture. 

ECOTOURISM 

FR écotourisme - ES ecoturismo - DE Ökotourismus

Environmentally responsible travel to relatively undisturbed natural areas, in order to enjoy, study and appreciate nature that promotes conservation, has a low visitor impact, and provides for  beneficially active socio-economic involvement of local populations. 

(Ceballos-Lascuráin, 1992, IUCN Ecotourism Program)

Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the welfare of local people. 

(The International Ecotourism Society, USA)

You find these and other information in the IUFRO SilvaTerm multilingual terminology database [http://www.iufro.org/science/special/silvavoc/]. We are also particularly interested to know your opinion about the proposed definitions and about other terms that you think need explanation, translation in other languages or definition in this changing forest management context. Contact us at prueller@iufro.org or kaennel@wsl.ch. 
