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International scientific and expert conference Natural Resources, Green Technology & Sustainable Development – GREEN2014 of the IUFRO Working Party 9.00.00 took place in Zagreb, Croatia from 26-28 November 2014. Organized by Croatian Forest Research Institute CFRI and Faculty of Food, Technology and Biotechnology, University of Zagreb the conference was attended by 196 participants from 14 countries: Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, Greece, Italy, Japan, Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia, South Korea, Turkey, United Kingdom and USA. In three consecutive days 70 papers and 58 posters were presented during plenary and parallel sessions where following key topics were discussed: 
Value added products and potential of rural area
· EU regulation in the organic production, certification of organic products & Value added products
· Use of non-wood forest products for improvement of quality of life in rural areas
· Potential of private forests to contribute to development of rural areas
 
Functional food from natural sources
· Natural resources- functional food 
· Minimally processed food 
· Biologically active compounds 
Implementation of green technology
· Low environmental impact technologies 
· Alternative solvents 
· By-products as new raw materials 
 
Biomass and sustainability
· Biomass & useful end products 
· Production of biofuel & biochemical 
· Green building 
Biodiversity and ecosystem services 
· Quantification and evaluation of forest ecosystem services 
· Role of forests in biodiversity conservation 
· Social & economic aspects of forests 
· The Natural Resources, Green Technology & Sustainable Development conference took place at the conference venue of Hotel Panorama in Zagreb under patronage of: 

· Prof.dr.sc. Ivo Josipović, President of the Republic of Croatia

· University of Zagreb and Rector of the University prof.dr. Damir Boras 

· Croatian Environment Agency 
· Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of Croatia 
· Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Croatia 
· Academy of Forest Sciences of the Republic of Croatia 
· Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection of the Republic of Croatia

· Ministry of the Economy of the Republic of Croatia

· Croatian Chamber of Forestry and Wood Processing Engineers

· Croatian Forest Ltd.
· 
City of Jastrebarsko 

· City of Zagreb
· County of Zagreb.
Co-organised by Faculty of Forestry, University of Zagreb, Institute for Adriatic Crops and Karst Reclamation, Croatian Society of Biotechnology and Croatian Chamber of Commerce and generously supported by IUFRO - International Union of Forest Research Organizations, Division 9 - Forest Policy and Economics, EFI - European Forest Institute  and EBTNA  - European Biotechnology Thematic Network Association  the GREEN2014 conference contributed to address challenges, opportunities and  potentials of natural resources, green methodologies, different biomass usages, forests in biodiversity conservation and different aspects of forest ecosystems services.
Conclusions:
Bringing together science, economy, experts and professionals the Natural Resources, Green Technology & Sustainable Development conference highlighted importance of further research and knowledge exchange in sustainable utilization of forest and nature resources, their more efficient use and multidisciplinary approach in dealing with growing pressure on environment. By crosslinking science and technology this major scientific and expert event helped to identify opportunities that the sustainable forest management offers to society and economy in order to better respond to future challenges and unlock new potentials of green technologies. 
More information on conference website: http://www.sumins.hr/GREEN2014/ 
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