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SilvaVoc Terminology Project

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? (IUFRO News Issue 4, April 2007)

This column in IUFRO News addresses, on a regular basis, the challenge of saying exactly what you mean and meaning what you say: we will provide definitions of (emerging) terms and inform on needs for clarification of forest terminology in issues related to the Editorial of IUFRO News. 

This time, the focus is on Ecosystem services, a term related to the latest Scientific Summary on ‘‘Ecosystem Goods and Services from Planted Forests’.
Ecosystem services, - among the latest environmental buzzwords (Boyd and Banzhaf, 2005), - refer to indirect ecosystem functions such as water purification, flood control, carbon sequestration, climate regulation, and soil and nutrient cycling, as well as recreation or aesthetics-associated tourism. Four types of ecosystem services are of particular relevance for forest ecosystems - carbon sequestration, biodiversity protection, watershed protection or hydrological services, and aesthetics. 

An important aspect is the valuation of non-market goods and services in monetary terms, the attribution of social value, including the sustainable use by indigenous people, and taking into account values for future generations.
ECOSYSTEM GOODS AND SERVICES (EGS)

FR BIENS ET SERVICES DE L’ÉCOSYSTÈME - ES BIENES Y SERVICIOS DEL ECOSISTEMA - DE ÖKOSYSTEMARE LEISTUNGEN

The range of conditions and processes of the (forest) ecosystems and their components that help sustain and fulfil human life (adapted from Daily 1997)

The outcome of ecosystem functions that benefit human beings (Nasi et al. 2002)

You find these and other information in the IUFRO SilvaTerm multilingual terminology database [http://www.iufro.org/science/special/silvavoc/]. We are also particularly interested to know your opinion about the proposed definitions and about other terms that you think need explanation, translation in other languages or definition in this changing forest management context. Contact us at prueller@iufro.org or kaennel@wsl.ch. 
