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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report.
(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: University of Forestry, Sofia
Function in IUFRO: Regular member
Email: for contacts: peter_zhelev@abv.bg; m_milev@abv.bg
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

a) Main Topic: Climate Change and Forests

b) Forest Biology and Ecology
c) Forest Operations and Wood Processing
d) Forest Economics and Management
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
The modern world is dynamic and this fact defines a higher level of risk associated with manifesting weather extremes that affect the vegetation, soil, wildlife and human society. Therefore, the challenge to science is to investigate carefully and thoroughly the processes related to climate change effect on forest ecosystems. It is the responsibility towards present and future generations.

Immediate task of forestry is to offer adequate ways to adapt forests and natural ecosystems. For this purpose it is necessary to continue the implementation of such important activities as: a careful analysis of meteorological information; development of appropriate silvicultural systems; genetic research and breeding focused to establishing and use resistant and tolerant genotypes; improving methods for limitation of abiotic and biotic damage; development of systems to mitigate the impact of climate change; monitoring and prevention activities in forest ecosystems.
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
The papers presented oral or as poster at the Conference will be published afterward in the journal “Forestry Ideas” after undergoing a peer review.

The Conference will be held every five years. Next Conference will be in the year 2020.

Background information (meeting context):
The conference was dedicated to the 90th anniversary of higher forestry education in Bulgaria. One of the conference sessions was the 7th Annual Meeting of Conference of Deans and Directors of European Forestry Faculties and Schools (ConDDEFFS). 

The Conference was a good occasion for scientists to present the results of their research work. The recent studies have shown that due to many circumstances such as climate change, social and economic factors, Forestry is becoming very important for the environment and humans. As more scientific information about global processes accumulates, climate change is emerging as perhaps the greatest environmental challenge of the 21st Century. What is more, the air pollution, soil degradation, desertification and deforestation are intricately intertwined with and all contribute to climate change, necessitating a comprehensive approach to a solution.
3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: "Forestry: Bridge to the Future".

Date and venue: 6–9 May 2015
Meeting website: http://conf2015.forestry-ideas.info
Number of participants: 140
Countries represented: 30
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: 
Jean-Luc Peyron – Coordinator Division 4
Kevin O'Hara – Deputy Coordinator Division 1
The Deans, Directors and Representatives of Faculties and Schools of member-countries:

Austria – Department of Forest and Soil Sciences, BOKU
Bosnia and Herzegovina – Faculties of Forestry, Banja Luka and Sarajevo

Bulgaria – Faculty of Forestry, Sofia

Czech Republic – Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology, Brno
Estonia – Institute of Forestry and Rural Engineering, Tartu
FYR Macedonia – Faculty of Forestry, Skopje

Germany – Institute of Silviculture, Freising
Hungary – Faculty of Forestry, Sopron
Italy – Department of Land, Environment, Agriculture and Forestry, Padova

Latvia – Forest Faculty, Jelgava
Lithuania – Faculty of Forestry and Ecology, Kaunas
Poland – Faculty of Forestry, Krakow

Romania – Faculty of Silviculture and Forest Engineering, Brasov

Russia – Forestry Faculties, Moscow and Ekaterinburg
Serbia – Faculty of Forestry, Belgrade

Slovenia – Department of Forestry, Ljubljana

Spain – Escola Tecnica Superior d’Enginyeria Agraria, Lleida

Turkey – Faculties of Forestry, Istanbul and Kastamonu 

Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): 

Host – University of Forestry, Sofia

Sponsors: Ministry of Agriculture and Food of Bulgaria, Ministry of Education and Science of Bulgaria, Ministry of Environment and Water of Bulgaria, Kronospan Bulgaria Ltd., Andreas STIHL Ltd., Husqvarna Bulgaria Ltd., French Institute Sofia, America for Bulgaria Foundation, Kastamonu Bulgaria Co., EcoInovation Ltd., BAOPN Byanovi Ltd., Florimex Ltd., National Association of Hunters and Anglers in Bulgaria, Nishava Ltd., Home garden ТТ Ltd., Kozarovi Ltd., Bulland Trade Ltd., Kozhuharov 2009 Ltd., Labkonsult Ltd., WWF in Bulgaria, Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Vanko 97 Ltd., Gora Invest AD, Mina Ltd., Association of Parks in Bulgaria, Eledjik 99 EAD, and others.
Study tour(s) to: Yundola Training and Experimental Forest Range (YTEFR)
The activity and structure of YTEFR were represented by the Director Eng. Velichko Draganov.

Dr. Elena Rafailova presented the Environmental station "Prof. Assen Biolchev "and the results of 50-year observations on the effect of different silvicultural systems on water regime of watersheds.

Specific environmental conditions in the alpine zone and the upper forest and damage from windfalls and the restoration of forest areas was the topic of Dr. Momchil Panayotov.

Assoc. Prof. Peter Zhelev and Assoc. Prof. Milko Milev presented vegetative seed orchards spruce.

Demonstration Forest pedagogy was made by Mr. Tomasz Baschny from Austria.

Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
Website for the Conference – http://conf2015.forestry-ideas.info/

Related publications /websites:
Milko Milev, Petar Zhelev, Krasimira Petkova, and Marius Dimitrov (Editors) 2015. Book of abstracts from the International Scientific Conference „Forestry: Bridge to the Fiture”. 6–9 May 2015, Sofia, Bulgaria, ISBN 978-954-332-134-6.
Website of CIM Ltd.: http://www.cim.bg/index.php/bg/view/forestry-bridge-to-the-future/
Website of the Forestry Idea journal: http://forestry-ideas.info
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

