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To manage forests sustainably - think synergy
A comprehensive study of the conditions that assist sustainable
forest development will be published at the upcoming IUFRO
World Congress this fall in Salt Lake City, USA.

The title of the publication, produced by the IUFRO Special 
Project on World Forests, Society and Environment (IUFRO-
WFSE), is Forests Under Pressure - Local Responses to 
Global Issues.

Deforestation and forest degradation continue despite
considerable attention devoted to advancing sustainable forest
management (SFM).

There has simply not been sufficient change at the local level
and, in many locations pressures on forest lands are increasing,
says Dr. Pia Katila of the Finnish Forest Research Institute, the
project coordinator.

With that in mind, this volume systematically analyzes local- and
regional-level initiatives from various parts of the world.

It uses them to shed light on the conditions (and combinations of
conditions) that enhance – or hinder – progress toward (SFM) and forest-related sustainable development at
the local level.

Influences that shape natural resource management originate at different scales, from local to global, and
often originate in other economic or political sectors. That, in turn, calls for interdisciplinary approaches
that focus on the diversity of issues and conditions that affect resource management on those different
scales, Dr. Katila says.

So the book reflects an effort to move toward a more integrated and holistic approach in analyzing the
different conditions that influence forest resources management and, in particular, associated forest and
livelihood outcomes.

In the book, those conditions are captured among four broad groups:
- Policies, institutions and governance;
- Livelihoods, capacities, cultural and socio-economic aspects;
- Natural resource base; and
- Research and monitoring.

The book examines 27 local- and regional-level case studies from different parts of the world, presents a
synthesis of the studies and the main findings derived from the cases, and discusses several of the issues
in the context of future outlooks and scenarios.

IUFRO Spotlight is an initiative of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations. Its aim is to
introduce, in a timely fashion, significant findings in forest research from IUFRO officeholders and member
organizations to a worldwide network of decision makers, policy makers and researchers.

IUFRO Spotlight issues up to October 2014 will primarily focus on the IUFRO World Congress that will take
place on 5-11 October 2014 in Salt Lake City, Utah, USA. The topics of individual Congress sessions will be
highlighted in order to draw attention to the wide variety of themes that will be addressed at the Congress
and their importance on a regional and global scale.Link to:  IUFRO 2014 World Congress Scientific Program

http://iufro2014.com/scientific-program/overview/
http://iufro2014.com/
http://www.iufro.org/science/special/wfse/


There is no single recipe for success, Dr. Katila says. A certain degree of flexibility is required to respond to
varying situations in different contexts. But, in general the advancement of SFM requires attention to how
effects originating from different scales interact and how these interactions influence local livelihoods and
forest conditions. The main conclusions from the book emphasize the importance of synergistic policies and
measures.

One of the positive examples in the book in this respect is the case study from the state of Acre, Brazil. This
case demonstrates how positive trends in livelihoods and forest conditions are supported by alignment of
different sectoral policies and policy implementation.

In Acre, comprehensive policy and regulatory reforms were supported by mobilizing resources, extension
services, credit and links with agricultural policies, which led to reduced pressures on forests.

And, Dr. Katila notes, unless more holistic approaches are implemented, deforestation and forest
degradation will continue, leading to diminishing provision and availability of forest ecosystem services –
such as timber, non-timber forest products, hydrological services and carbon sequestration.

Visit the IUFRO-WFSE webpages for more information on the Project:
http://www.iufro.org/science/special/wfse/

Read more at the IUFRO Blog!

See you at the IUFRO 2014 World Congress!
Follow IUFRO 2014 on Twitter! Join IUFRO 2014 on Facebook!

Don‘t miss the IUFRO 2014 Congress Blog Competition!

The International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) is the only worldwide organization devoted to forest research and related sciences.
Its members are research institutions, universities, and individual scientists as well as decision-making authorities and other stakeholders with a focus

on forests and trees. Visit: http://www.iufro.org/
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Synergistic policies and measures are the key for advancing sustainable forest management and forest-related development.
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