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Key issues: ecology and dynamics of forest insects, natural enemies, changing climate, monitoring and management of forest pests and their impacts, modelling and prevention.

Summary statement:  Forest insects are major economic and ecological components of forest ecosystems worldwide.  A meeting was held to examine factors influencing insect population and outbreak dynamics.  Oral and poster presentations at the meeting focused on a various topics including occurrence of natural enemies and effects on prey/host populations (including parasitoids, predators, and entomopathogens); the influence of climate change on forest insect dynamics at multiple scales and the role of climate in insect range expansion; factors governing fluctuations in forest insect populations; fungi associated with bark and ambrosia beetles; emerging issues in invasive species;  tools for predicting fluctuations in forest insect populations; methods and strategies for monitoring and managing forest insects using pheromones and semiochemicals.

Meeting information:  A joint meeting of three IUFRO Working Parties (WP 7.03.05 Integrated Control of Scolytid Bark Beetles; WP 7.03.06 Integrated Management of Forest Defoliating Insects; WP 7.03.07 Population Dynamics of Forest Insects) was held September 9-14, 2007 at the University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, BOKU-Vienna, Austria. Scientists from 30 countries representing five continents attended. There were 43 oral presentations and 53 poster displays exhibited at three separate sessions. Additionally, a half-day workshop was held on “Natural enemies of bark beetles and their practical use in control.” Two field excursions focused on the importance of forests surrounding Vienna, and forest protection issues in Lower Austria.  
Sandy Liebhold presented Dr. Werner Baltensweiler (Switzerland) with the "George Varley Award for Achievement in Forest Insect Ecology".  Baltensweiler was the first recipient of the Varley award which is a new award to recognize outstanding Forest Entomologists, both for their scientific accomplishments and their contributions to IUFRO.  George Varley, for whom the new award is named, was a well-known insect population ecologist who was also the first leader of an entomology group in IUFRO during the 1950's.  The award to Dr. Baltensweiler was made to recognize his outstanding achievements in the field of forest insect population ecology.  
Business:  Separate business meetings were held for all WP Coordinators in attendance and for all meeting participants and included discussions on the pros and cons of joint WP meetings and potential locations and scheduling of future meetings.  When possible, locations for WP meetings alternate among the continents. Future meeting locations suggested include Eberswalde, Germany and a few locations in North America.
