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SilvaVoc Terminology Project

What does it mean (IUFRO News Issue 10, October 2007)

This column in IUFRO News addresses, on a regular basis, the challenge of saying exactly what you mean and meaning what you say: we will provide definitions of (emerging) terms and inform on needs for clarification of forest terminology in issues related to the Editorial of IUFRO News. 

This time, the focus is on “ecological history”, a term related to the latest Scientific Summary on ‘‘What the Past Can Do for the Future, Towards the Inclusion of Social and Cultural Values in Sustainable Forest Management”.
ECOLOGICAL HISTORY
FR Ecologie historique – ES Ecología histórica – 

DE Historische Ökologie

Ecological history reviews from an ecological perspective the long-term effects of geology, climate and human activity on landscapes in general and on trees and forests in particular. Human impacts including cultivation and management systems, urbanization, and introduction of new species appear most important in changing patterns of landscape dynamics.  

Note - Interpretations of landscape change are strongly influenced by spatial and temporal scale, the differing causes of ecosystem degradation and improvement, and regional variability. The reliability of ecological interpretations can be improved using an approach which includes holistic explanations for landscape dynamics, a.o. documentary evidence, oral history and traditional knowledge.

Let us know your definition of ecological history or share your view on the definition above! 
Contact: Renate Prüller, prueller(at)iufro.org, http://www.iufro.org/science/special/silvavoc/ 
