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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, Marxergasse 2, 1030 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: John Innes
Function in IUFRO: Task Force Co-ordinator
Email: John.Innes@ubc.ca
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

a) A key point agreed by delegates is that achieving sustainable forest management requires institutional arrangements that are context dependent—for instance,  it may be governance or market based approaches, or a mixture of both— what is critical is that the approach accounts for the context. ‘One size fits all’ approaches do not work and can be damaging. 
b) Secure tenure and distributive justice are fundamental priorities before implementing market based reforms. Too often, market based approaches are seen to be efficient ways to address ecological problems, however, these reforms do not provide for local or disadvantaged peoples in the allocation—meaning these people miss out. 
c) Effective governance that is decentralized and delivers real power to local peoples is essential to sustainable forest management. However, this is a contested space and too often local people are not given real power to participate in co-management or to engage in resource management. Delegates shared their common experience of local peoples being promised equitable access to rights or tenure, but then missing out in the final allocation because governments or elites did not want to share power with local peoples. This needs to be addressed to resolve legitimacy and governance failure. 
d) Governance and market based approaches are not mutually exclusive. Rather any market based approach must be under-pinned by an effective governance framework that is legitimate to stakeholders and within the bounds of a sustainability framework based on best available science and traditional ecological knowledge. 
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
It was agreed that the appropriate institutional response to supporting sustainable forest management is context dependent; it may be a governance or market based approach, or it may be a mixture of both. There are two key considerations in developing appropriate institutional arrangements: first, markets and governance based approaches are not mutually exclusive, in fact market based approaches must be underpinned by effective governance arrangements to be legitimate and effective; second, secure tenure and distributive justice are essential to creating legitimacy among local peoples and supporting equity principles. 
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
The Task Force will be convening for a two-day workshop in Dehradun, India, in early 2017, bringing together Task Force members, and potentially other interested scholars and practitioners.  The culmination of these meetings will be the preparation of an edited book. 
Background information (meeting context):
The side event was part of the Durban World Forestry Congress, prepared by the FAO. There were 6 sub themes for the Congress: (1) forests for socio-economic development and food security; (2) building resilience with forests; (3) integrating forests and other land uses; (4) encouraging product innovation and sustainable trade; (5)  monitoring forests for better decision-making; and (6) improving governance by building capacity.
The side event touched on all 6 of these sub-themes, reflecting the multi-disciplinary nature of the Task Force. 
3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting:  World Forestry Congress, Durban, Side Event entitled “Resources for the Future: Transformation in Forest Use”
Date and venue: 9 September 2015 at 1945-2100 pm
Meeting website:

Number of participants: 15
Countries represented: Kenya, Paraguay, Nepal, Germany, US, Canada, UK, Tunisia, New Zealand and Australia. 
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: NA
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): FAO. 
Study tour(s) to:
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
The co-ordinators shared information with the representatives on IUFRO, its purpose and the aims of the Task Force. 
Related publications /websites:
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

