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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name:  Susanne Lucas, Executive Director of the World Bamboo Organization

  ( as suggested by Jinhe Fu, INBAR )
Function in IUFRO:  none
Email: susannelucas@gmail.com
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

a) Carbon sequestration through bamboo plantation management is of significant importance in responding to climate change in various regions of the world, especially China. When looking from a global perspective at the global carbon cycle, taking into account the benefits of bamboo at the resource side (high yield, annual harvesting, reforestation on degraded land, short establishment time, etc), it becomes clear that bamboo can be one of the promising solutions in the required shift to a more sustainable, bio-based economy based on renewable resources:

- reducing emissions (and biodiversity loss) caused by deforestation in tropical and sub-tropical areas by providing a viable low emission alternative for tropical hardwood as well as non-renewable materials such as PVC, steel and aluminium; 

- reducing emissions caused by burning of fossil fuels by combustion with heat recovery (production

of electricity) at the end-of-life of the increased amount of bamboo products, based on the expected market growth;

- carbon sequestration through reforestation of degraded grassland and slopes with bamboo forests.

b)  Bamboo can provide high-tech products that are viable alternatives to traditional timber, including innovative building materials, exterior decking products, interior housing materials (wall & ceiling panels, flooring, cabinetry), home goods, etc.   Perhaps even more important is bamboo as a large-volume fiber resource for paper and pulp.
c)  As a large group of plants (at least 1,500 species) with vast distribution and adaptability, bamboo is an excellent candidate for landscape restoration, where appropriate, providing watershed maintenance, erosion control, forest cover, wildlife habitat, wind protection, flood control, as well as provide timber products to build community development and nutritious human food source. Bamboo is increasingly being viewed as an important component in agro-forestry decisions to regenerate degraded lands and provide sustainable income generating activities.
d)  Collaborative, integrated training programs to teach cultivation, harvesting and curing techniques, accompanied with construction courses can bring benefits to rural communities in need of low-cost housing.  Additionally, in areas where bamboo is available, bamboo can provide resilient emergency housing in times of crisis, and provide long-lasting shelters for the homeless. We believe that the most common plant growing in the developing regions of our planet will play an important role in future economic and environmental sustainability if it is effectively utilized by the building industry.
e) Bamboo is a viable answer to 7 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted at the UN General Assembly in September. They target: poverty reduction, energy, housing and urban development, sustainable production and consumption, climate change and land degradation. They all contribute to a seventh Goal – stronger implementation and partnerships. 
f) Many species of bamboo provide health benefits beyond simple food. Bamboo is gaining importance for its health benefits and is emerging as a potential ingredient for modern functional foods and nutraceuticals.  The leaves possess antioxidant properties due to the presence of phenolic compounds and have been used for enhancing immunity, preventing degenerative diseases.

The young shoots have anti-hypertensive, anti-tumor and anti-oxidant properties and have also been proven to possess cholesterol-lowering activity. Bamboo salt provides a wide range of health benefits. It is an ideal plant and has great promise for the pharmaceutical, nutraceutical, cosmoceutical and the food industry.
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
Bamboo is a material for a greener future. Bamboo deserves our attention for its potential for new and innovative uses. Bamboo needs to be better understood and promoted. Many bamboo countries simply need to utilize their bamboo resources to boost local economic growth, address climate change and protect the natural environment and in so doing, reach sustainable development action plans. Given the positive impact bamboo can have in carbon storage on land, and in durable products, it is of crucial importance that bamboo is more specifically included in the next IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories, in particular Volume 4 AFOLU: Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use, chapters 4 Forest Land and 12 Harvested Wood Products. In this way bamboo reforestation and housing plans can be specified in (and thus financially supported by) National Plans for reaching objectives as agreed in the Kyoto Protocol. 
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
Proceedings have been published electronically and available free for download from www.worldbamboo.net
We are actively seeking bids for the 11th WBC 2018. Possible hosts include Colombia or Brazil.

Background information (meeting context):
The World Bamboo Congress (WBC) is a unique event that encourages global interaction by providing a platform for direct networking and the sharing of ideas and information. It is organized every 3 years by the World Bamboo Organization. The WBO is a tax-exempt trade association (501-c6) formed to facilitate the exchange of information from around the world on the environmental, socioeconomic, biological, and cultural aspects of bamboo. By bringing together local and regional bamboo people and creating mechanisms for global communications, the WBO's goal is to facilitate the development of new partnerships and alliances to advance the causes of bamboo and furthering the efforts of bamboo practitioners worldwide.
PAST CONGRESSES

2012 World Bamboo Congress - 9th WBC

Belgium  / Host: IKEBANA and the University of Antwerp



2009 World Bamboo Congress - 8th WBC

Thailand / Host: World Bamboo Organization



[ 2007 World Bamboo Congress - sadly cancelled! ] - 7th WBC

Brazil

2004 World Bamboo Congress - 6th WBC

India / Host: Government of India 


1998 International Bamboo Congress & Workshop - 5th WBC

Costa Rica / Host: Fundacion Bambu and INBAR

1995 International Bamboo Congress & Workshop - 4th WBC

Indonesia / Host: Environmental Bamboo Foundation and INBAR


1992 International Bamboo Congress - 3rd WBC

Japan / Host: National Government of Japan

1991 International Bamboo Workshop

Thailand / Host: INBAR

1988 International Bamboo Congress - 2nd WBC
France / Host: European Bamboo Society

1984 International Bamboo Congress - 1st WBC
Puerto Rico / Host: American Bamboo Society

3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: 10th World Bamboo Congress
Date and venue:  September 17-22, Damyang, South Korea
Meeting website: www.worldbamboocongress.org
Number of participants: 320
Countries represented: 40
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved:  none
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): World Bamboo Organization and the municipality of Damyang-gun
Study tour(s) to: Local bamboo business sites
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
Social media included 3 pages on Facebook, several groups on LinkedIn, Twitter, and our electronic newsletter that goes to 3,000 persons around the world.

Related publications /websites:
http://www.worldbamboo.net/proceedings/wbcx
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

