
WHAT IS RESILIENCE AND WHY DOES IT MATTER?  

XIV WFC Subtheme 2 - Building resilience with forests 
Mon, 7 September 2015 

Prof. Mike Wingfield 
IUFRO President 

Other info Other info 



Adansonia grandidieri, Avenue of the baobabs, Morondava. Madagascar.  

Photo: Mike Wingfield 



Wordle of resilience.  

Photo Source: http://greatlakesresilience.org/climate-environment/planning-climate-change 
 



“Resilience: the capacity of social, economic 
and environmental systems to cope with a 
hazardous event or trend or disturbance, 
responding or reorganizing in ways that 
maintain their essential function, identity, 
and structure, while also maintaining the 
capacity for adaptation, learning and 
transformation” 

Source: Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report, IPCC  
 







Notholithocarpus densiflorus (Tan Oak), Big Sur, 

California.  Photo: David Rizzo 



One million ha’s killed by Mountain Pine Beetle. Grand Teton 

National Park, USA. Photo source: www.ecoflight.org  



Coffee break at the XXIV IUFRO World Congress in 2014, Salt 

Lake City, USA Photo: Janelle Bianca C. Fernandez 



Participants of community forestry meeting discussing the 

main causes of forest degradation Photo: Ernest Foli 
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