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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Harold E. Burkhart
Function in IUFRO: Member 

Email: burkhart@vt.edu
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph) Forty eight scientists from five countries convened on the Virginia Tech campus in Blacksburg, Virginia, USA, for two days of technical sessions, followed by a field excursion to the Reynolds Homestead Forest Resources Research Center in the Piedmont region of Virginia. Presentations focused on modeling forest trees and stands, forest inventory, statistical estimation techniques, and assessment of biomass and carbon at varying scales (trees, to stands, to landscapes and regions). The field excursion that followed included research studies aimed at pine and hardwood management, as well as forest operations, stream crossings, and protection of water quality. 
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

a) Advances in modelling tree crowns and tree stem taper, stand diameter distributions, growth responses to climate and to fertilizer applications, and self-thinning 
b) Comparisons of statistical estimation techniques for forestry applications
c) Implementing large scale forest inventories 
d) Recent developments in tree and forest biomass estimation methods 
e)

Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
Although much progress has been made in modeling forest trees and stands, there are still significant gaps to be filled with regard to forest responses to management practices and environmental influences. Advances in statistical sciences and computing technology continue to have profound effects on forest modelling and inventory techniques. Quantifying forest biomass at multiple scales is an important and challenging problem for forest mensurationists. 
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other): Abstracts from the 2015 meeting will be posted on the Internet. In 2016 the Southern and the Northeast Mensurationists (NEMO) groups will meet jointly near Boston, Massachusetts, USA.  Subsequent meetings of these regional groups will be determined at the 2016 conference.  A fifth International Conference on Forest Measurements and Quantitative Methods is anticipated in 2020.  
Background information (meeting context): This conference was co-sponsored by the Southern Mensurationsits, a regional group in the US that is dedicated to promoting quantitative applications in forestry, and Division 4 of IUFRO. Joint meetings are organized periodically to enhance the breadth of mensurational topics and methods discussed. The 2015 conference was the fourth time that the Southern Mensurationists and IUFRO have co-sponsored a meeting in the USA.
3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: 2015 Southern Mensurationists Annual Meeting and Fourth International Conference on Forest Measurements and Quantitative Methods and Management
Date and venue: October 11-14, 2015, Inn at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia, USA
Meeting website: http://www.somens.frec.vt.edu/somens2015.html
Number of participants :48
Countries represented: USA, Canada, Sweden, Malaysia, Turkey
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: Division 4
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): Southern Mensurationists and IUFRO
Study tour(s) to: Reynolds Homestead Forest Resources Research Center, Patrick County, Virginia
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
Meeting website contained information about the meeting, listed IUFRO as a co-sponsor, and contained a link to the IUFRO home page.
Related publications /websites:  
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
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