IUFRO All-Division 5 Forest Products -- Business Meeting

Friday Nov 2, 2007

Grand Hotel

Taipei, Taiwan

David Cown, D5 Division Coordinator, call the meeting to order at 2:16pm on Friday Nov 2, 2007.  He reported that our D5 meeting from Monday Oct 29 thru Nov 2nd was a success with 317 registrants from over 41 countries. It was pleasing that both Don Lee (IUFRO President) and Peter Mayer (IUFRO, Executive Director) were able to attend this meeting. 

Minutes of our last meeting in Rotorua, New Zealand in March 2003 were approved. 
Research Group (RG) Reports:

5.01 and 5.02: Pekka Saranpaa. 
Both RG’s need to increase new membership, need to increase linkages between 5.01 and 5.02 and with 5.05 Composites.  D5.01 needs to rewrite a thesis on Wood Quality and possibly consider reorganization of its Working Groups (WG) within the RG as some overlaps seem to exist.  They suggest an All-D5 RG coordinators meeting to coordinate the next All-D5 meeting.
5.03: Andrew Wong. 
5.03 intend to continue its coordination with IRG and to use email more effectively. We request that our WG on Invasive Species be disbanded. Future activities include a joint meeting with IRG in china in 2009, sessions at WFC XXIII in Korea in 2010, and formation of a linkage with 5.05 related to Durability of Composites. We envision that organic preservatives will continue to replace inorganic metal systems worldwide and hope to develop a global database of wood-destroying organisms.
5.04: Yves Fortin. 
D5.04 needs to enhance communication, fill officer vacancies, and needs a more constructive website.  One problem is that our many WG’s co-sponsor meetings without good coordination. We are considering organizing an All-5.04 meeting. Finally, we suggest Chile for our next D5 meeting.

5.05: Marius Barbu. 
5.05 organized four sessions. Internal communication within 5.05 needs to improve. We co-sponsored several EU and North American conferences in 2006-07 and look for stronger linkages with 5.03.  Future topics will include nano-composites and lignocellulosic composites. Any meeting proceedings in the future should be digital. Finally, we suggest Brazil for our next D5 meeting.
5.06: GAN Kee Seng. 
We have a new emphasis on improved plantation timber, but have only 5 members present. So we need to renew our membership and improve communication. We hope to hold a workshop in 2009.
5.07: KOI H.K. 
5.07 organized 25 papers, mostly posters. We need to renew efforts in energy from biomass, need to improve internal communication within 5.07, and need to learn to form linkages with governmental policy makers. 5.07 will help network with upcoming Biomaterials conference in Taipei.
5.10: NO Report
5.11:  R.B.S. Rawat. 
5.11 had a session with 5 papers and 10 posters. We need to revise and review our newsletter, improve internal communication via the internet, and link more strongly with 5.12 Marketing. We suggest the next D5 meeting be held in either India, Malaysia, or Indonesia. Non-wood forest products are commonly used and studied in Southeast Asia, but more worldwide research is needed.
5.12:  Jamie Barbour. 5.12 organized three sessions with 12 presentations from 9 countries. 5.12 is considering organizing a virtual (internet-based) meeting in future. 5.12 needs to coordinate more with 5.01, 5.03, 5.05 on issues related to sustainability.

5.14:  Rupert Wimmer.  
5.14 would like to continue its linkage with the Society for Wood Science and Technology (SWST – www.swst.org) . All 5.14-SWST presentations will be published shortly on the SWST Website.  D5.14 is investigating means to encourage student exchange and possible new methods of international academic accreditation.

OPEN DISCUSSION FROM FLOOR:

· The need was raised for all RG leaders to have web-based conference prior to organizing the next All-D5-meeting in 2012 or 2013. 

· Next program include an initial briefing in opening session or overview in program that fully explains the RG structure within D5 and the scope and officers of each RG and WG.

· Suggestion to publish full papers, not just abstracts in proceedings.  D. Cown suggested that appropriate papers from this current meeting be targeted as full papers to appropriate scientific journals. This could be arranged in advance as a topic for the pre-conference RG web-based meeting. For instance, D5.03 has networked with IRG (International Research Group on Wood Protection) to publish D5.03 papers.

· D. Cown thanked the entire D5 membership for all their support over these last few years during his tenure at D5 Coordinator.   He thanked all the members of the local organizing committee for their efforts and great job in hosting this meeting.  He informed the group that he, Chris Risbrudt and Mahabala Bhat would be stepping down before our next All-D5 meeting and asked people, to think about replacements ahead of the IUFRO Congress in 2009.  
· All-D5 2007 Meeting officially closed at 5:15pm.  

Recommendations
· WG on Invasive Species be disbanded (Wong).
· Two D5 members suggested a new Pulp and Paper Research Group be formed in D5. No objections were heard, so D. Cown will request formation of a such a new RG from current IUFRO members.

· Wood Culture Research Group be formed in D5. This group has already had two meetings in China. No objections were heard, so D. Cown will request formation of a such a new RG from IUFRO.

· RG’s should each take the lead to get your RG-webpages more productive and keep them up-to-date.

· Arrangements to be made for D5-Meeting presentations on the IUFRO D5 website.  All-D5 RG coordinators to hold a web-based conference to coordinate the next All-D5 meeting. 

Next D5 Meeting location suggestions:
Chile (Fortin) 
UDSA – Madison FPL (Risbrudt)

Brazil  (Barbu) 

India, Malaysia, or Indonesia.(Rawat).
Expressions of interest requested from the above countries, at least initially from the above proposers.
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D. Cown

D5 Co-ordinator
Thursday, November 22, 2007
