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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 

 

APAFRI Asia Pacific Association of Forest Research Institutions 

APFW Asia Pacific Forestry Week 

DPRK Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

DZGD Dry Zone Greening Department (Myanmar) 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

FD Forestry Department (Myanmar) 

FLR Forest Landscape Restoration 

GLADIS Global Land Degradation Information System 

IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature 

IUFRO International Union of Forest Research Organizations 

LADA Land Degradation Assessment 

LDNW Land-Degradation Neutral World 

MARD Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (Vietnam) 

MoLEP Ministry of Land Environment Protection (DPR of Korea) 

NDDI Normalized Difference Drought Index 

NICEM National Instrumentation Center for Environmental Management 

NIFoS National Institute of Forest Science 

ROAM Restoration Opportunities Assessment Methodology 

ROK Republic of Korea 

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals 

SNU Seoul National University 

UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

VAFS Vietnam Academy of Forest Science 
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A. Session Description 

Deforestation, forest degradation and land degradation manifest themselves in many different 

forms across the vast region of Asia. Out of a total land area of 4.3 billion ha, Asia contains 

some 1.7 billion ha of arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid land including deforested land areas. 

There are expanding deserts in China and Mongolia, and land degradation is in severe level in 

DPR of Korea in particular. Those deforestation, forest degradation and land degradation have 

also affected negatively to human livelihood. Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) approach has 

pursued ecological integrity in forest/land restoration as well as human well-being 

enhancement at the same time. It includes not only tree planting, managing natural 

regeneration and improving land management, but also encouraging the active stakeholders’ 

engagement in sustainable agriculture, agroforestry, protecting wildlife reserves, watershed 

protection etc., which is more holistic approach in restoring environment and human 

livelihood. This Side Event will share the experiences and knowledge on this approach in Asia 

and discuss further cooperative ways. The presenters will be the representatives from IUFRO, 

the Ministry of Land Environment Protection (MoLEP) of the DPR of Korea, National University 

of Mongolia, Vietnam Academy of Forest Science, Dry Zone Greening Department in Myanmar. 

This Side Event is opened to any audience who is interested and would like to learn and discuss 

on combating land degradation and forest landscape restoration approach in Asia. 

 

B. Date/Locations 

This session was convened on 26 February 2016 at the Holiday Inn Hotel, Clark in the 

Philippines during the FAO Asia Pacific Forestry Week. 

C. Program 

Time Program 

Moderator: Dr. Ho Sang Kang    

09:00-09:35 Opening Remark by Prof. Don Koo Lee (Yeungnam University) 

09:35-10:00 
Forest Landscape Restoration in Central Asia by Dr. John Stanturf (US Forest 
Service, IUFRO Working Group 1.06.00) 

10:00-10:25 
Integrated Landscape Restoration in the Dry Zone of Myanmar by Mr. Wai 
Myo Hla (Dry Zone Greening Department) 

10:25-10:50 
Five Mha Reforestation Project in Vietnam: Lessons Learnt by Prof. Nguyen 
Hoang Nghia (Vietnam Academy of Forest Science) 

10:50-11:15 
National Policy on Reforestation and Sustainable Forest Management in the 
DPR of Korea by Mr. Kwang Chun Ryu & Mr. Il Ha Kim (Ministry of Land 
Environmental Protection) 

11:15-11:40 
Status of Desertification and Korea-Mongolia Joint “Green Belt” Plantation 
Project in Mongolia by Prof. Nyam-Osor Batkhuu (National University of 
Mongolia) 

11:40-12:10 Panel discussion and wrap-up 
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D. Moderator and Speakers 

No. Name Position, Organization 

Moderator 

1 Dr. Ho Sang Kang 
Research Associate Professor, NICEM, Seoul National 

University 

Speakers 

2 Dr. Don Koo Lee Endowed Professor, Yeungnam University 

3 Dr. John Stanturf 
Senior Scientist, US Forest Service / Coordinator, IUFRO 

Working Group 1.06.00 

4 Mr. Wai Myo Hla Director, Dry Zone Greening Department of Myanmar 

5 Dr. Nguyen Hoang Nghia Professor, Vietnam Academy of Forest Science 

6 Mr. Kwang Chun Ryu 
Director, Ministry of Land Environmental Protection,  

DPR of Korea 

7 Mr. Il Ha Kim Member of National Committee for FAO, DPR of Korea 

8 Dr. Nyam-Osor Batkhuu Professor, National University of Mongolia 
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Opening Remark 
 

Don Koo Lee 
Endowed Professor 

Feb 26, 2016 
 

 

Mr. Kwang Chun Ryu, DPRK Ministry of Land Environmental Protection; Dr. Ho Sang, Kang, 

NICEM, SNU; Prof. Nguyen Hoang Nghia, Vietnam Academy of Forest Science; Prof. Batkhuu 

Nyam-Osor, National University of Mongolia; Mr. Wai Myo Hla, Myanmar Dry Zone Greening 

Department; and Dr. John Stanturf, IUFRO Working Group 1.06.00.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, Good morning! 

 

Welcome to this Stream Event on Forest Landscape Restoration and Land Degradation 

Neutrality in Asia jointly organized by IUFRO Working Party 1.01.13, APAFRI and NICEM, SNU 

during this Asia-Pacific Forestry Week in Clark, Pampanga, Philippines.  

 

According to IUCN, there are over 2 billion hectares of degraded and deforested land across 

the world while the majority of some 2 billion people in the world`s drylands live under the 

poverty line. In Asia alone, it contains some 1.7 billion ha of arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid 

land, including deforested areas. The global consensus has been made on the trans-boundary 

adverse impact of these issues and its close interconnection with other impending global 

challenges including poverty, climate change, biodiversity loss, food security and water strain.  

 

Considering these, the UNCCD participating countries highlighted in their reports the status 

of land degradation. For instance, land degradation in Indonesia was 24.3 million ha in 2013 

(MoF) while in Namibia land productivity dynamics between 1998 and 2013 has decreased. 

In Ethiopia the country’s forests cover reduced significantly by around 400,000 ha within 2000 

to 2010. Main causes of land degradation are many and interlocking, including inappropriate 

land use, unavailability of soil and water conservation measures, anthropogenic factors, 

among others. This shows that sustainable land and forest management will serve not only 

as a first step to address these issues, but also as a solid foundation for national development. 

 

The major concern over the land has prompted the UNCCD to take action on this. It was in 

June 2013 that the Consultative Meeting on a Land-Degradation Neutral World (LDNW) was 

held in Seoul, Republic of Korea. It paved the way to implement the outcomes of the UN 

Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) whereby countries committed to achieve 

a land-degradation neutral world. As a follow up, the UNCCD’s 11th Conference of the Parties 
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was held in Namibia in September 2013 wherein the recommendations on targets, indicators 

and the modalities for implementation were discussed at the expert meeting. 

 

In response to this worthy undertaking, international organizations like IUFRO, IUCN and FAO 

have shared their way of supporting the UNCCD’s land degradation neutrality. For instance, 

new IUFRO publication draws on examples of restoration activities from around the world to 

demonstrate the key role of forest land restoration in climate change mitigation and 

adaptation. As part of a collaborative project – "Inspire, Support and Mobilize Forest and 

Landscape Restoration" – a group of forest scientists led by IUFRO Research Group 1.06.00 

(Restoration of degraded sites), undertook an exhaustive review of scientific literature on the 

subject and an analysis of restoration case studies. In addition, IUFRO Research Group 1.06.00 

has developed a framework to demonstrate how forest landscape restoration contributes to 

climate change mitigation and adaptation and how this contribution can be enhanced 

through more efficient methods and systems.  

 

IUCN, on the other hand, has a different approach to forest landscape restoration by working 

with partners to gather knowledge, develop and package tools, build capacity, and support 

policy-makers, practitioners, researchers and landowners to restore degraded and deforested 

lands around the world. Just recently, the Restoration Opportunities Assessment 

Methodology (ROAM), produced by IUCN and the World Resources Institute, provides a 

flexible and affordable framework approach for countries to rapidly identify and analyze 

forest landscape restoration potential and locate specific areas of opportunity at a national 

or sub-national level. ROAM thus can provide vital support to countries seeking to move 

forward with developing restoration programmes and landscape-level strategies. It will also 

enable countries to define and implement pledges to the Bonn Challenge target to restore 

150 million hectares worldwide by 2020. 

 

Correspondingly, FAO through the Land Degradation Assessment (LADA) in drylands project 

develops tools (i.e. Global Land Degradation Information System or GLADIS) and methods to 

assess and quantify the nature, extent, severity and impacts of land degradation on dryland 

ecosystems, watersheds and river basins, carbon storage and biodiversity at a range of spatial 

and temporal scales. The project also contributes to the Developmental Goals of UNCCD and 

UN multi-lateral agencies to improve people's livelihoods and economic well-being.   

 

All of these activities on Forest Landscape Restoration and Land Degradation Neutrality are 

related to 16 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), from ending poverty to promoting 

inclusive and sustainable economic growth, and to protecting, promoting sustainable use of 

terrestrial ecosystems. 
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Last year, the UNCCD and the UNEP have come together in celebration of the United Nations 

General Assembly adoption of the ‘2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’ to highlight 

the importance of SDG target 15.3, which is to protect, restore and promote sustainable use 

of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and 

reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. Let us all work together to achieve this 

goal and contribute to forest landscape restoration and land degradation neutrality. 

 

For today we will hear particularly interesting topics on forest landscape restoration and land 

degradation neutrality in Asia. It is important that we should recognize the opportunity we 

have here to present our best thinking about these issues and to work toward what is best 

for our forest landscapes, especially in Asia. 

 

Before I end, I would like to thank again the organizers for the arrangement of this important 

event.  

 

Thank you very much! Maraming Salamat po! 
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