“Forests under Anthropogenic Pressure – Effects of Air Pollution, Climate Change and Urban Development” 
The 22nd meeting for Specialists in Air Pollution Effects on Forest Ecosystems was held on September 10-16, 2006, in Riverside CA, USA, hosted by USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station, on behalf of the IUFRO Research Group 7.01.00 “Impacts of Air Pollution and Climate Change on Forest Ecosystems”. A satellite Symposium on Forest Fires and Air Pollution Issues was also held.
The Meeting began on September 10 with the excursion to the San Bernardino Mountains. About 50 participants visited long-term forest health/air pollution monitoring sites and locations of 2003 extensive forest fires, and were hosted by Drs. Michael Arbaugh and Mark Fenn of the Pacific Southwest Research Station. After the excursion, a “Get Together” party with wine and cheese was held at the Bytnerowicz’ house and hosted about 60 people.
The Symposium on Forest Fires and Air Pollution Issues was held on September 11 at the Riverside Convention Center and was co-sponsored by the USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station; USDA Region 5 Air Quality Program; and the Joint Fire Science Program.  The Symposium was attended by about 80 persons. Welcoming addresses were given by Director of the Pacific Southwest Research Station, Dr. James Sedell, and the USDA Forest Service National Coordinator for Atmospheric Sciences Research , Dr. Allen Riebau.  Twenty-two oral contributions were presented. 

On September 12-13 the IUFRO RG 7.01 meeting was opened by Dr. John Toliver, USDA Forest Service Washington Office, and Dr. Hao Tran, Assistant Director of the USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest Research Station. Mayor of the City of Riverside, Dr. Ronald Loveridge, welcomed 105 participants from 19 countries with a total of  48 oral presentations and 35 posters. All oral presentations and posters after passing peer review will be published in the on-line journal TheScientificWorld. Selected best papers will be published as a special volume in highly rated peer-reviewed international journal "Environmental Pollution".
Ten invited talks introduced the IUFRO activities (John Innes), important air pollutants for forests (Neil Cape), forest health status in North America (Borys Tkacz) and in Europe (Martin Lorenz), carbon sequestration under pollution and climate change (David F. Karnosky & Kevin E. Percy),  biodiversity changes related to climate change (Ronald P. Neilson),  social issues & research needs in the urban-wildland interface (Deborah Chavez), the southern California research on air pollution effects on forests (Michael Arbaugh) and understory biodiversity (Edith B. Allen), and the biochemical pathways of plants by ozone (Robert Heath). 
Six sessions were held: Interaction between Air Pollution, Climate and Forest Pests (Rainer Matyssek, Chair; 4 presentations); State-of-Science on Concepts of Critical Loads for N, S, and Acidity and Critical Levels for Ambient Ozone (Steve McNulty and Robert Musselman, Chairs; 6 presentations); Diagnosis, Monitoring and Evaluation (Marco Ferretti and Algirdas Augustaitis, Chairs; 6 presentations); Mechanisms of Action and Indicator Development (Madeleine Günthardt-Goerg, Christian Andersen and Jesada Luangjame, Chairs; 7 presentations); Atmospheric Deposition, Soils and Nutrient Cycles (Dale Johnson, Chair; 5 presentations); and Influence of Air Pollution and Climate Change on Genetics, Adaptation and Succession (David Karnosky, Chair; 7 presentations).
Nancy Grulke summarized main contents of the 35 poster presentations. Best posters were voted and awarded by Elena Paoletti: 1. Bernasconi P., Vollenweider P., Paoletti E., Gunthardt-Goerg M. Different structural responses to controlled vs ambient ozone exposure in leaves of Fraxinus ornus; 2. Novak K., Schaub M., Fuhrer J., Skelly J., Frey B., Krauchi N. Ozone sensitivity of Fagus sylvatica and Viburnum lantana seedlings grown in mono or mixed cultures; 3. Low M., Häberle K.H., Matyssek R. Dose-response relationships of photosynthesis in adult Fagus sylvatica under experimentally enhanced free-air O3 exposure.  A special recognition was for Rainer Matyssek for authorship on the most number of posters. 
On Tuesday, September 12, participants of the meeting met at the Galleria Room at the Historical Mission Inn for dinner. After the dinner, docents of the Mission Inn Museum gave a slide show presenting history of the Mission Inn. 
On September 14-16, an excursion to the Sequoia National park was guided and organized by Nancy Grulke of the USDA Forest Service and Annie Esperanza of the  National Park Service. Fifty participants visited the giant Sequoia forest at the Giant Forest site, the meteorological station at Lower Kaweah, the Park Museum and the General Sherman tree. Nancy Grulke guided a walk to the sites of the first OTC experiment conducted in 1980s by Dr. Paul Miller and of a branch-enclosure experiment on adult Sequoia trees (30-m tall scaffolding) carried out by Nancy herself. A barbecue was held at Wolverton site, and Dr. Nate Stevenson of the US Geological Survey gave a talk about conservation issues in the Sequoia National Park during dinner at the Wuksachi Lodge.
