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First Announcement and Call for Papers
International Conference on
Traditional Forest-related Knowledge and Sustainable Forest Management in Africa
13-16 October 2008, Accra Ghana
Background
Forests and woodlands that are the traditional homes of local and indigenous communities have historically been managed independently, or sometimes in collaboration with government agencies. Traditional forest knowledge and innovative forest management practices developed over centuries have contributed significantly to Africa’s natural and cultural heritage, while helping to sustain production of multiple goods and services that enhance livelihood security and quality of life. The increasing emphasis being placed on ecological, social, cultural, spiritual, and economic components of sustainable forest management, requires enhanced collaboration among government agencies, forest managers, local and indigenous communities, and the scientific community to develop forest management objectives and forest management practices that meet diverse criteria for sustainability.
Objectives and Conference Topics
The conference will provide a platform for sharing of information and exchanging experiences among scientists, the holders and users of traditional forest-related knowledge, forest managers and other relevant stakeholders related to traditional forest-related knowledge in Africa. The conference will also highlight the importance of TFK towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals and sustainable forest management. It should also encourage further development on incorporating TFRK in models of sustainable practices. 

The conference thus will cover the following specific topics: 

· Context and history of the relationship between formal forest knowledge/’scientific’ forestry and traditional forest knowledge with respect to forest management, including community participatory approaches in Africa.

· Experiences related to resolution of conflicts between formal science and traditional knowledge and traditional management practices, and evaluation of lessons learned from case studies on ways to foster mutually beneficial collaboration and exchange of knowledge.

· Local and indigenous community priorities for scientific study in relation to forest resource management.

· Best practices for including both traditional knowledge and western science in forestry education, research, resource assessments, and forest management activities, based on studies of how this has been done successfully, or how and why attempts have failed;

Organization 


The International Conference on Traditional Forest-related Knowledge and Sustainable Forest Management in Africa is being organized by The Forestry Commission, CSIR and the University of Ghana in association with the IUFRO Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge and IUFRO’s Special Programme for Developing Countries,  with support from the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management. The conference will be hosted by  Ghana’s Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 
The IUFRO Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge aims to foster greater understanding of the importance of traditional wisdom within the forest science community and more open communication between scientists and the holders and users of traditional knowledge with respect to forests and their sustainable management. Further information on the Task Force and its work can be found at: http://www.iufro.org/science/task-forces/traditional-forest-knowledge/
The conference will be held on 13 -16 October 2008,  in Accra, Ghana. The official language of the conference will be English.
A one-day field visit will be organized to an important Ghanaian forest landscape. 

Registration 

Conference registration fees (to be determined) will include discounted rates for students and participants from non-OECD countries.  Complete instructions for registration and payment of conference fees will be included in the 2nd conference announcement in May 2008.
The conference fee will covers conference dinner, all refreshments and lunches, conference materials and field trip.
Submission of Abstracts:
Priority will be given to papers or presentations done jointly between researchers and local community members or traditional forest knowledge practitioners. If you wish to present a paper, or exhibit a poster, please send your abstract of 300-500 words to: 
Prof. Alfred Oteng-Yeboah
Department of Botany,University of Ghana,P.O.Box LG 55, Legon,Accra,Ghana,

Fax.No. +233 21 77 76 55 
or attach to an e-mail in MSWord file (.doc),  Adobe Acrobat (.pdf), or plain text format to:
otengyeboah@yahoo.co.uk
Abstracts should include: full names, addresses of authors, and e-mail address for the corresponding author. The abstract should clearly describe the content and major findings and conclusions of the proposed paper/presentation and its relationship to the specific topics or objectives of the conference.
Deadlines:  
  
Submissions of abstracts:
June 30, 2008
Notification of acceptance:
July 31, 2008
Submission of extended abstracts of accepted papers 
and posters for conference proceedings:  September 20th, 2008.[image: image1.png]
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