Meeting of IUFRO WP 7.02.02 Foliage, Shoot and Stem Diseases of Forest Trees, Sopron, Hungary, May 21-26, 2007
 
The 2007 meeting was held in the historical town Sopron, Hungary. The local organizer was Dr. Ilona Szabó from the Faculty of Forestry, University of West Hungary, assisted by several collaborators. Close to 60 scientist participated in the sessions and field demonstrations from 16 countries of around the world (Austria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Serbia, South Africa, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom, USA). The conference was opened by Dr. András Náhlik, dean of the Faculty of Forestry and Dr. Gaston Laflamme, coordinator of the WP. Total 33 oral presentations were given in 6 thematic sessions: Foliage diseases – conifers, Foliage diseases – hardwoods, Shoot blights and nursery diseases, Scleroderris canker, Canker diseases, other diseases. The 24 posters were exposed the full duration of the conference and were presented by the authors in two poster sessions. Two full day field demonstrations were hosted by the forestry units of Bakonyerdő Forestry and Timber Industry Co., KÁEG Forestry Co. and TÁEG Forestry Co. The scientific excursions covered different subjects such as needle diseases of conifers including Dothistroma needle cast, Swiss needle cast, Rhabdocline needle cast, and Sphaeropsis shoot blights. Experimental sites dealing with chestnut blight and its biological control also were visited.
The business meeting of the IUFRO Working Party 7.02.02 was held after the poster session near the end of the meeting. The coordinator presented a brief history of the WP. After four years as deputy and ten years as coordinator of this WP, he has resigned from his position as coordinator. This will give him more time to work as the coordinator of the IUFRO Pathology section 7.02, which includes 11 WPs. The participants elected Dr. Antti Uotila, from Finland, as the new coordinator of the WP. Dr. Mike Ostry, from the United States, will remain deputy, and the second deputy elected to replace Dr. Uotila was Dr. H. Tugba Dogmus-Lehtijärvi, from Turkey. The participants have also agreed to meet in the Isparta region of Turkey in May 2009; Dr. H. Tugba Dogmus-Lehtijärvi will be the local organizer. The meeting is arranged in Isparta by the University of Suleyman Demirel between 11th and 16 th of May in 2009. 
 
All the information shared during the meeting is available through the proceedings of the conference edited as a special issue of the journal Acta Silvatica and Lignaria Hungarica both in printed and electronic form (http//:aslh.nyme.hu).
