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Forests in the green development discourses  



Why a green economy? 
2008 World food, fuel and financial crisis 

happen about the same time 
A looming climate change crisis 
Oil reserves, i.e. cheap energy are 

dwindling 
Political, c.q. global governance has not 

been able to solve the problems already 
identified at the Earth Summit (1992) 
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The basic idea of the green economy 
concept is that there are three 
interrelated crises: 
 Socio-political 
 Economic 
 Ecological 

The ecological crisis can be the main 
vehicle to solve all the three crises 

 
 

Forests in the green development discourses  



 

Forests in the green development discourses  



Problems with the green economy 
concept 

No internationally agreed definition 
No universal principles 
Competing terminology and concepts 
 i.e. green growth, low carbon development, 

sustainable economy, bio-economy 
What are green economy policy measures? 
How do they integrate with national 

priorities and objectives of economic 
growth and poverty eradication 
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 Green 
economic 
performance 
in Europe 

https://www.espon.eu/export/sites/default/ 
Documents/Publications/EvidenceBriefs/ 
EEB10-GreenEconomy/ESPON 
_Evidence_Brief_10_Understanding-G 
reen-Economy.pdf 

https://www.espon.eu/export/sites/default/
https://www.espon.eu/export/sites/default/


For those dependent on natural 
resources, Green Growth can lead to  
 Poverty reduction 
 Economic growth 
Reduced vulnerability to climate change 

and natural disasters 
Greater energy security 
More secure livelihoods 
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 Forests and green economy 
 Forests part of local, 

regional, national, global 
economy 

 Sustainable and 
unsustainable use of forests 

 Expansion of pro poor forest 
based economies is possible 
 Using forests unsustainably 

(business as usual) 
 Using forests sustainably, or 

enhancing forest area and 
condition (green economy)  
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Forests in green development discourses 
Green economy (green growth) not much 

about livelihoods of forest dependent 
groups 

Forests squarely in the discourse – but very 
much focus forest 

Forests and climate change (REDD+, CDM) 
The green economy development discourse 

is rapidly being taken over by the SDG 
discourse (e.g. the title of this session) 
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