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I llegal logging and associated timber trade constitute complex and serious challenges for the international community. 
Various resolutions and decisions on this topic have been passed at the highest levels of international diplomacy, and 
several UN bodies have been directed to assist in fighting environmental crime. Against this background, IUFRO 

was mandated by the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) to undertake a scientific assessment on the topic of 
illegal logging and related timber trade in the framework of the Global Forest Expert Panels (GFEP) initiative. 

GFEP responds to key policy questions related to forests by assessing and synthesizing available scientific evidence at a 
global scale. Assessment reports, prepared by internationally-recognized scientists from around the world, aim to provide 
decision-makers with the most up-to-date, relevant, objective and accurate scientific information on key issues of high 
concern in a comprehensive, interdisciplinary and transparent way. In order to capitalize on existing political momentum, 
the topic of illegal logging and associated timber trade was taken up as a “rapid response” assessment, aiming to com-
plete the scientific report in less than one year’s time. 

This report entitled “Illegal Logging and Related Timber Trade – Dimensions, Drivers, Impacts and Responses” reflects 
the rich, yet finely nuanced results of this collaborative international scientific effort. The report synthesizes the many 
facets of illegality affecting forests and people, including the various definitions of illegal forest activities. Based on 
available scientific evidence, the report gives an overview of the markets, actors, wood flows and supply chains involved 
in illegal timber trade. It discusses the impacts of illegal logging and related timber trade across various situations of 
production and consumption, as well as the drivers behind these illegal activities. 

The report also presents related governance frameworks and response options, including an analysis of the latest global 
initiatives to combat illegal timber trade. One particularly novel aspect contained in the report is a criminological analysis 
of organized forest crime with suggestions from timber forensics. 

This assessment and the accompanying policy brief provide an authoritative source of information for policymakers and 
stakeholders involved in the fight against illegal logging and associated timber trade, and it is my sincere hope that they 
will support effective action in tackling this pressing global problem. 

Preface
A Novel Look at Illegal Logging and  

Related Timber Trade

Alexander Buck
IUFRO Executive Director
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