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ANNUAL REPORT 2016

Special Project World Forests, Society and Environment (IUFRO WFSE)

Coordinator: Pia Katila, Natural Resources Institute Finland 

WFSE is an open, global network of scientists and experts. WFSE supports sustainable development, livelihoods, and inclusive growth, and the related policy processes by drawing out important lessons learned and recommendations through collating, critically analyzing, and synthesizing existing scientific knowledge on topics of international relevance in the forest, society and environment interface and by undertaking new research to fill in crucial gaps in existing knowledge. WFSE addresses these topics in a cross-sectoral, holistic and interdisciplinary fashion encouraging innovative approaches and anticipating future developments that will influence forest-related development at different scales, from local to global. WFSE produces science-based, future oriented, policy-relevant information. It publishes scientific publications and policy and information briefs.
Renmin University of China joined the WFSE network in the fall of 2016. The network now includes eleven international research and development organizations and universities: CATIE (Tropical Agricultural Research and Higher Education Center), CIAS (Centre for Integrated Area Studies, Kyoto University), CIFOR (Center for International Forestry Research), CIRAD (Centre de coopération internationale en recherche agronomique pour le développement), EFI (European Forest Institute), FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations), Luke (Natural Resources Institute Finland), Renmin University of China, Thünen Institute of International Forestry and Forest Economics, University of Florida, VITRI (Viikki Tropical Resources Institute, University of Helsinki). The network builds on the collaboration of about one hundred scientists and practitioners from different parts of the world. It is coordinated at the Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke). 
In 2016, WFSE activities focused on two main themes. First, the project has concentrated on the new development discourses, how they are understood and how they play out in different locations and contexts, and how they may influence forestry and forest-related livelihoods. Second, WFSE has contributed to the debate on community forestry by examining both local communities' and small holders' dependency on forests and the contribution of forests to local development. 

EVENTS in 2016
International seminar in Helsinki 1st of March 2016 - Forests and development: From development discourses to providing data for decision making  
The seminar was organized jointly by IUFRO WFSE and FAO-Finland Forestry Programme and supported by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland. This one day event discussed from different perspectives some of the important topics in forest-related development: implications of sustainable development goals for forests, environmental concerns in the bioeconomy discourse, how the problem of illegal logging and its solutions are perceived across the globe, equity discourses around REDD+, the relationship between REDD+ and agricultural intensification, and the implications of the Paris climate agreement. Furthermore the seminar focused on the provision of forest-information for advancing sustainable development. It emphasized the crucial importance of robust, standardized, transparent, up-to-date forest information for informed forest policy and management decisions that advance sustainable forest management. 
WFSE Session in the IUFRO Regional Congress for Asia and Oceania - Towards a green economy in Asia: inserting forests into the sustainable development goals

Green economy is widely seen as one of the important tools for achieving sustainable development. The session focused on how green economy is understood and applied in different contexts and on the different forest-related approaches and mechanisms employed in Asian countries, such as e.g. corporate commitments to sustainability and payments for ecosystem services, to steer development and investment towards a green economy and sustainability. 
WFSE Steering Committee meeting 2016 

The IUFRO WFSE Steering Committee meeting 2016 was held in connection with the IUFRO Regional Congress in Beijing, China in October 2016. 

PUBLICATIONS
WFSE Special Issue “Incentives and Constraints of Community and Smallholder Forestry” was published in Forests in 2016. This Special Issue includes nine case study articles and an editorial. The papers draw on case studies from tropical Latin America, Africa, and Asia. They analyze community and smallholder efforts to achieve different forest related objectives and outcomes stemming from these efforts. A number of relevant topics is studied in-depth, such as the conditions shaping forest dependency, mechanisms through which rural livelihoods can be improved through forests, and implications for forest outcomes, when forests are targeted to support people's livelihoods, while also providing local and global environmental services. These concerns are of high relevance to debates exploring potential synergies and trade-offs between sustainable development and climate change. The articles link together two strands of the debate on community forestry by examining both local communities' and small holders' dependency on forests and the contribution of forests to development. The articles of the special issues are available at: http://www.mdpi.com/journal/forests/special_issues/community_smallholder
WFSE is currently developing a special issue for International Forestry Review on the topic “Shifting global development discourses: Implications for forests and livelihoods”. Almost all of the 12 papers of this special issue are currently under review. They aim at increasing the understanding of the scope and horizon of the new development discourses and how they may influence forestry and forest-related livelihoods. The Guest Editors for this Special Issue are Pia Katila, Wil de Jong, Glenn Galloway and Pablo Pacheco.

Newsletters

In 2016 WFSE produced two Newsletters. They are meant for sharing the latest news and information about the special project’s activities with IUFRO officeholders, member organizations, WFSE partners, donors and the members of the WFSE-network from research organizations and universities around the world. They are available at: http://www.iufro.org/science/special/wfse/
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