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IUFRO Task Force on Forests and Human Health (ForHealth)
- Activities June 2007 - March 2008 
The Task Force on Forests and Human Health - ForHealth - was launched in the Enlarged Board meeting of IUFRO in Beijing 13 June 2007. The main purpose of the ForHealth Task Force is to enhance the dialogue between scientists, professionals and policy-makers in order to maximize the health benefits of forests and to manage the health-related risks. The ForHealth Task Force continues within its fixed duration the work of IUFRO Unit 6.02. "Forest, trees and human health and wellbeing". Within the first year a strong emphasis was put in identifying and reaching the major networks and actors operating in the field. 
The kick-off meeting and the first Steering Committee meeting of the ForHealth Task Force were held in connection with IUFRO Division 6 Symposium in August 2007 in Finland. The kick-off meeting included five presentations containing perspectives on forests and human health from Europe, Africa, Asia and North America. The first Steering Committee meeting (17 participants) discussed the structure, scope and future activities of the ForHealth Task Force.

The networking and awareness of the ForHealth Task Force was promoted by presentations, posters or other active participation in several seminars and other occasions all over the world. Co-operation with COHAB process, COST E39, CIFOR, other IUFRO Task Forces as well as other stakeholders was initiated. Examples of the seminars the Task Force participated are: 
· COST Strategic Workshop Health and the Natural Outdoors, 19-21 April 2007, Larnaca, Cyprus 

· 3rd European COST Action E39 Conference Forests, Trees and Human Health and Well-being, 31 October – 3 November 2007, Sliema, Malta  

· 1st World Conference on Life Sciences and Traditional Medicines, 22-24 August 2007, Espoo, Finland

· Plants for human health in the post-genome era, 26-29 August 2007, Helsinki, Finland

· COHAB 2 - Second International Conference on Health & Biodiversity, 25-28 Feb, 2008, Galway, Ireland
· The 78th Annual Meeting of the Japanese Society for Hygiene, 29 March, 2008, Kumamoto, Japan
In addition, the ForHealth Task Force has been made known e.g. at CIFOR workshops on Forests and Human Health in Indonesia, Cameroon and Brazil; in GFIS workshop in Costa Rica; in IPFE's "1st Global workshop on Improving Forest Education" in Kenya; Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute, and Chiba University in Japan; Korea Forest Research Institute and Seoul National University in South Korea; Chinese Academy of Forestry, Chinese Society of Forestry, Beijing Forest University, and International Network for Bamboo and Rattan in China. 
Portal for networking and delivering information was launched (www.forhealth.fi). The portal includes basic information on the Task Force themes, central initiatives, organisations, literature and events in the field as well as a list of Task Force members (around 80 persons). A book "Human Health and Forests. A Global Overview of Issues, Practice and Policy" edited by ForHealth Steering Committee member Carol Colfer was published (People and Plants International. Conservation Series). 
During the first year of the existence of the ForHealth Task Force it has become obvious that there is an intensive global discussion on and a big demand for the topics it covers. However, the discussion is usually done under the biodiversity concept and using the terminology of Millenium Ecosystem Assessment, and it often excludes the views of forest sector. 

