IUFRO Task Force on Forests and Human Health, ForHealth
Steering Committee meeting

Place and time: Hotel Imperial Holiday Marrakesh, Marrakesh, Morocco, 30th of April 2008 at 14.00 -16.00

Participants: Michael Femi Adekunle (Mekelle University, Ethiopia), Elizabeth Ardayfio-Schandorf (University of Ghana), Gladys Norley Ashitey (Deputy Minister of Health, Ghana), Carol Colfer (Center for International Forestry Research CIFOR, Indonesia), Eeva Karjalainen (Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland), Erkki Kauhanen (Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland), Conor Kretsch (COHAB Initiative, Ireland), Qing Li (Nippon Medical School, Japan), Anne Luhtala (Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland), Yoshifumi Miyazaki (Chiba National University, Japan), Raul Montenégro (Environment Defense Foundation Funam, Argentina), Bum-Jin Park (Chiba National University, Japan), Hannu Raitio (Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland), Matti Rousi (Finnish Forest Research Institute, Finland), Denis Sonwa (International Institute of Tropical Agriculture IITA, Cameroon), Yuko Tsunetsugu (Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute, Japan) 
1 Activities 2007 

Metla's Director General Hannu Raitio, Coordinator of the ForHealth Task Force, reported on the past activities of the Task Force. Raitio mentioned that the IUFRO Board members had the possibility to comment the activities earlier the same day, but no issues were brought up. Within the first year a strong emphasis was put in identifying and reaching the major networks and actors operating in the field. The networking and awareness of the ForHealth Task Force was promoted by presentations, posters or other active participation in several seminars and other occasions all over the world as well as by personal contacts. The kick-off meeting and the first Steering Committee meeting of the ForHealth Task Force were held in August 2007 in Finland. Portal for networking and delivering information was launched (www.forhealth.fi).  See details in the ForHealth Annual Report 2007 (http://www.forhealth.fi/pmwiki/pmwiki.php?n=Main.Archive). 
2 Impact

It was discussed how to influence the policy processes as well as the grass-root work on health and forest sectors.  It was emphasized that ForHealth should invite politicians and decision-makers in its meetings and find concrete means to deliver health through forests. 

Conor Kretsch shortly introduced the COHAB Initiative (Co-operation on Health and Biodiversity). COHAB has seven key issues all of which touch the themes of ForHealth. It was decided that partnership between COHAB and ForHealth will be developed. COHAB delivers information to the UN organisations and other international and national decision makers, and through partnership with COHAB ForHealth has possibilities to influence the international processes and decision-making. 

It was suggested that one way to achieve impact could be to promote the integration of forests and human health issues in the curricula of medical faculties all over the world. As well, it was suggested that conservation strategy for protecting medical plants in tropics taking into account the impact of climate change should be initiated. Further, it was proposed that the awareness of issues related to indigenous people, especially their deep knowledge, should be advocated by ForHealth.  

3 Upcoming meetings

Upcoming meetings related to forests and human health in which the ForHealth should be present were listed: 

· COST E39 (Forests, trees and human health and well-being) final conference, August 28-30, 2008, Norway
· International conference on Forests and Human Health, October 15-16, 2008, South Korea

· International EcoHealth Forum 2008, December 1-5, 2008, Mérida, México

· World Forestry Congress, October 18-25, 2009, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

· COHAB Conference 2010
· Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) meeting, 2010, Japan

· IUFRO World Congress, August 22-28, 2010, South Korea

The forests and human health issue could be included in the programme of the meeting of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) that will convene in 2010 in Japan.  If the CBD meeting was before IUFRO World Congress, it could bring input into the IUFRO Congress. It could also be possible to get the forests and human health theme into the programmes of the CBD. It was decided that the incorporation of forests and human health topic into the CBD will be promoted in co-operation with COHAB. 

The possibility to organise a side event in connection with World Forestry Congress in Buenos Aires, 2009, was brought up. The ForHealth Task Force could possibly arrange a side event in co-operation with the IUFRO Task Force on Improving the Lives of People in Forests and the Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge. 
CIFOR organised four country level meetings on health and forests (Brazil, Cameroon, Ethiopia, and Indonesia) in 2007. In 2008, three international high-level seminars (in Sweden, Switzerland and USA) will draw up the results of the country level meetings. These international dialogues will include policymakers both from health and forest sectors. The meetings are funded by SwedBio.
4 Media relations
It was emphasized that the ForHealth Task Force should be visible in the media. It was suggested that the Task Force could produce DVDs on forest and human health issues. Examples of media visibility were provided. In Japan, Society of Forest Medicine and related website have been established, and media relations have been developed. As a result, newspapers have reported on the physiological and psychological benefits that forests have on human health. In Korea, several books on this topic have been published, and a one-hour documentary has been presented in television. In Argentina, documentary of the work done with indigenous people's health has been shown in television. 
5 ForHealth website and bulletin

Participants were encouraged to use the ForHealth website, and initiate discussion and proposals on the website (www.forhealth.fi). While ForHealth covers a wide range of issues, ForHealth members were encouraged to educate each other on these complex issues, e.g. by providing information on specific issues on the ForHealth website. 
ForHealth bulletin will be published in August 2008. It is still possible to submit articles into it (contact erkki.kauhanen@metla.fi). 

6 Next meeting

The next Steering Committee meeting of the ForHealth Task Force will convene in connection with World Forestry Congress and IUFRO Board meeting, October 2009, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
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