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Minutes of the meeting 
 

22 July 2014 
 
 
The Global Forest Expert Panel (GFEP) on Forests and Food Security convened for its 
second meeting on 14-16 July 2014 at Lucy Cavendish College in Cambridge, UK. Nineteen 
Panel Members participated in the meeting, which was moderated by Bhaskar Vira, Chair of 
the Expert Panel on Forests and Food Security. A list of participants is annexed to these 
minutes. 
 
 

1. Opening of the meeting by the GFEP Coordinator 

Christoph Wildburger, GFEP Coordinator, opened the meeting and welcomed participants. 
He noted that this is the fourth GFEP panel and reminded the group that the aim of the GFEP 
initiative is to provide comprehensive scientific information on issues of high concern in 
international forest discussions and fora. 
 
C. Wildburger also highlighted that GFEP produces peer-reviewed assessments that are 
distributed at a wide range of inter-governmental processes. For the current report, the 
intention is to launch it at the 11th session of the UNFF in May 2015. Preliminary results will 
already be provided at the UN General Assembly in September, FAO’s World Committee on 
Food Security in October, CBD COP12 in October and at the UNFCCC COP20 in December 
2014. 
 
 

2. Introduction of participants 

All participants briefly introduced themselves in a tour de table. 
 
 

3. Overview on state of the assessment and next steps by the panel chair 

Bhaskar Vira, Panel Chair, welcomed the participants to Cambridge. He emphasised that the 
intention of the three days was to take advantage of the time together to be drafting chapters 
and focusing on working time rather than spending a lot of time in plenary.  
 
 

4. General discussion draft texts and chapter alignment 

There was a general discussion among participants on the overall report and chapters and 
some points of clarification were raised. 
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C. Wildburger informed the group that the main audiences will be those involved in inter-
governmental processes related to forests (e.g. advisers to policy makers, decision makers, 
scientists preparing background papers, scientists more generally etc.).  
 
On dissemination of the report, C. Wildburger emphasised that the report will be distributed to 
all policy-makers at relevant inter-governmental fora and that a public relations agency will 
support IUFRO in ensuring that the report will be widely distributed to the media. He also 
emphasised that Panel Members will have an important role to play in using their own 
national and regional networks to distribute and promote the report.  
 
The issue of evidence sources was discussed again (it had already been raised at the first 
panel meeting). It was agreed that there are several sources of evidence and it is the group’s 
responsibility to use a diversity of sources (i.e. not exclusively peer reviewed literature, but 
also grey literature, surveys, testimonials, indigenous knowledge etc.), but also to assess the 
quality of evidence and to be transparent about this. It was noted that this is precisely one 
important dimension of the report and that as long as there is clarity where the evidence is 
solid, and where it is more tenuous, then all reasonable sources should be used.  
 
C. Wildburger also noted that a glossary of terms will be developed for the assessment 
report.  

 
 
5. Overview of each chapter 

The Coordinating Lead Authors Ramni Jamnadass, John Parrotta, Daniela Kleinschmit and 
Henry Neufeldt presented an overview of progress on their chapters. 
 
The importance of chapter 1 in framing concepts and definitions was noted. Bhaskar Vira 
stated that he envisaged Chapter 1 raising key issues on forests and food but then clearly 
identifying the boundaries of the report. Several elements of the discussion referred to 
content for chapter 1, which should provide the conceptual framework for the report.  
 
 
6. Framing the importance of the report 

In relation to framing the report, the group split up into smaller groups to brainstorm reasons 
why this is an important report and also topics that could contribute to the overall conceptual 
framework. 
 
In the ensuing discussion on the utility of this document, some points that warrant highlighting 
are: 

 This topic is high on the development agenda (importance of positioning forests in 
relevant international debates, opportunity to bring forests into policies related to food 
and nutrition at all levels, need to feed a growing population etc..). 

 The contribution of trees in food has been neglected and investment has been low, 
this is an opportunity to establish the link between food systems and forest 
management. 

 Opportunity to address malnutrition/under-nutrition,  

 Food and nutrition are basic needs/rights, yet those living in and around forests have 
worse food security. 

 Recognition that there are rapid changes and increasing pressures (migration, climate 
change etc.) on natural resources and people living in and around forests are affected 
so it is opportune to look at this issue. 
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 The landscape level approach allows discussion across the continuum and promotes 
better integration between forests and agriculture (allowing to balance nutrition, 
income, ecosystem services etc..). 

 The report promotes a holistic approach to food, nutrition and food diversity. 

 There is a scarcity of evidence on many aspects, so the report will generate further 
interest in the contribution of forests to food and nutrition (initiate further work and 
research). 

 Importance of recognising trade-offs and choices across food/forests. 

 Planning for a transition to sustainable futures. 

 Need for a greater appreciation of the importance of diversity of food production 
systems (in the face of globalisation and homogenous of production systems). 

 So far, direct links between forests and food are missing (indirect links present) so 
contributing to this is appealing and necessary. 

 Allows us to employ land-use rather than a sector perspective. 

 Identifying drivers of change. 
 

 
It was noted that food products from the forests came out as the second most important 
products from forests in the recent analysis of the significant data set collected by the Poverty 
and Environment Network (PEN).  
 

 
7. Discussion on overlaps 

The group broke out into sub-groups to further flesh out the chapters and look in particular at 
potential overlaps among chapters. It was agreed that the issue of overlap would be revisited 
once the chapters have more substance. 
 
 

8. Discussion on introductory chapter 

At the start of day 2, B. Vira took the group through the outline of chapter 1. It was noted that 
as a framing chapter, it will evolve as the report starts to take shape. However, the current 
outline provides a good framework for the chapters to keep in mind. 
 
The group then discussed possible sequencing of sections within and across chapters. It was 
noted that sequencing may also be further revisited once we have more text. Currently the 
priority is to develop the sections and make sure that no section falls through the cracks. The 
Panel may then reconsider where different sections may need to be placed. 

 

9. Break out groups 

After the coffee break, the panel split once again in its chapter groups to continue working on 
the substance of the individual chapters. 
 
 

10. Schedule, editorial guidelines and workspace on IUFRO website 

In the afternoon, the Panel reconvened to look at the schedule and editorial guidelines. C. 
Wildburger went over the detailed schedule between now and the final publication in May 
2015. Authors were asked to also inform IUFRO should there be any other key meetings 
which they will be attending where it would be useful to present assessment findings. 
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The date for the second full draft of chapters (ready for peer review) was shifted by two 
weeks, to 15 September, date at which chapters will be submitted to the Chair of the Panel 
with copies to C. Wildburger, Renate Prüller, IUFRO Secretariat, and Stephanie Mansourian, 
GFEP Editor. 
 
This would signify that the double-blind peer review would take place during the month of 
October. For this reason, and to ensure that authors have time to consider the review 
comments, it was proposed to move the next panel meeting from early November, to either 
the 2nd week of November or 23-25 November. IUFRO was asked to request availability from 
the Panel so that the following morning a final date could be set. 
 
S. Mansourian briefly reminded the panel about key points in the editorial guidelines, in 
particular the length of chapters, the reference style and the need to consider early on any 
figures, graphs and photos. She also drew attention to the fact that each chapter should have 
an abstract, and that authors could already keep in mind the key messages and key 
conclusions as they are drafting their chapters so that these can be captured in the policy 
brief and the final chapter of the report. Where authorisations are needed for use of particular 
photos, graphs or figures, authors should inform IUFRO (R. Prüller) early on so that IUFRO 
can obtain the necessary authorisations. 
 
R. Prüller informed the Panel Members about the space on the IUFRO website where they 
can share relevant documents. It was agreed that the editorial guidelines and the schedule 
would be placed on the dedicated site by the end of the meeting, as well as the chapter 
drafts. 
 
B. Vira and C. Wildburger opened the last day of the meeting by presenting the results of the 
doodle poll for the date of the next meeting which will be 23-25 November 2014. 
 
 

11. Dissemination of the report 

There was a brief discussion about the dissemination of the report, in particular in academic 
circles. It was noted that the fact that the report is peer reviewed sets it apart from other 
reports. Members of the previous GFEP panel also reported that chapters from previous 
reports have been used as the basis for papers in scientific journals. IUFRO noted that it will 
have a major media campaign to disseminate the report, notably in social media. 
C. Wildburger reminded those present to inform him and R. Prüller of any additional 
opportunities (meetings) to distribute and present the report. 
 
 

12. Discussion on conclusion chapter 

The Panel Chair led a short discussion on the conclusion chapter. He reminded authors that 
this chapter would mirror issues identified in the introductory chapter, present key conclusions 
from each chapter (to be provided by the CLAs of each chapter), as well as those from the 
cross-cutting themes. It will also alert readers to the consequences of different pathways 
without explicitly making prescriptive recommendations. 
 
It was noted that the current drafts of the chapters will be circulated to the whole Panel. 
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13. Final summary by the Chair  

In summarising the meeting’s outcomes the Chair outlined the next steps: 
 

 Names of potential reviewers should be sent by end of next week (i.e.: by 25 July) to 
Bhaskar Vira, Christoph Wildburger and Stephanie Mansourian (cc. Renate Prüller) 

 Panel Members should start to identify key terms for the glossary so that   a first draft 
of the glossary (which will be a working document) can be ready by end of July. 

 Equally, members should start to collect a list of “myths and misconceptions” 

 R. Prüller will place the schedule, the chapters and the editorial guidelines on the 
internal GFEP workspace on the IUFRO website for ease of reference 

 The date (23-25 November) and venue (New Delhi, tbc) of the next Panel meeting will 
be confirmed shortly. 

 
 

14. Closure of the meeting 

The full panel meeting was officially closed by Bhaskar Vira before lunchtime. Christoph 
Wildburger thanked the Panel Chair once again for receiving the GFEP members at 
Cambridge. 
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Annex I: List of Participants 

Ms Bina Agarwal 
Professor of Development Economics and Environment 
School of Environment and Development 
University of Manchester 
Manchester M13 9PL 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44(0)161-306-6679 
E-mail: bina_india@yahoo.com  
 
Ms Jennie Dey De Pryck 
Senior Gender Adviser and Consultant 
Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) 
c/o FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 340 145 7804 (Italy), +32 471 86 26 71 (Belgium) 
E-mail: jenniedeydepryck@yahoo.com    
 
Ms Beatrice Darko Obiri 
Forestry Research Institute of Ghana 
P.O. Box UP 63 KNUST 
Kumasi 
Ghana 
Tel: +233-03220-60123/60373 
E-mail: bdobiri@csir-forig.org.gh   
 
Ms Ramni Jamnadass 
Leader, Global Research Project-Quality Trees 
World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 
United Nations Avenue, Gigiri 
P.O. Box 30677 Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: +254 20 722 4203 
E-mail: r.jamnadass@cgiar.org  
 
Ms Daniela Kleinschmit 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 
Department of Forest Products 
P.O. Box 7008 
75007 Uppsala, Sweden 
Tel: +46-18-672493 
E-mail: daniela.kleinschmit@slu.se  
 
Ms Stephanie Mansourian-Stephenson 
GFEP Editor, Consultant, Environment and Development 
36 Mont d’Eau du Milieu 
1276 Gingins, Switzerland 
Tel: + 41 223663276/ 079 6338839 
Email: smansourian@infomaniak.ch  
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Mr Adrian Martin 
University of East Anglia 
Norwich Research Park 
Norwich NR47TJ, United Kingdom 
Tel: + 44(0)1603593723 
Email: adrian.martin@uea.ac.uk   
 
Mr Henry Neufeldt 
Head Climate Change Unit 
World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 
United Nations Avenue, Gigiri 
P.O. Box 30677, 00100 Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel: + 254 20 722 4238 
Email: H.Neufeldt@cgiar.org   
 
Mr Hemant Ojha 
School of Social Sciences 
University of New South Wales 
Sydney, Australia 
Tel: +61 424733778 
E-mail: h.ojha@unsw.edu.au; ojhahemant1@googlemail.com   
 
Ms Christine Padoch 
Director, Forest and Livelihood Programme 
CIFOR Headquarters 
P.O. Box 0113 BOCBD 
Bogor 16000, Indonesia 
Tel: + 62 251 8622 622 
E-mail: c.padoch@cgiar.org    
 
Mr John Parrotta 
National Research Program Leader, International Science Issues 
U.S. Forest Service, Research & Development 
201 14th Street, SW: Mailstop 1115 
Washington, DC 20024 
Tel: +1-703-605-4178 
E-mail: jparrotta@fs.fed.us  
 
Ms Bronwen Powell 
Research Fellow, Forests and Food Security 
CIFOR 
7413 Bab Tahzoute 
Marrakech, Medina 
Morocco 
E-mail: b.powell@cgiar.org; bronwen.powell@hotmail.ca  

 
 
 

mailto:adrian.martin@uea.ac.uk
mailto:H.Neufeldt@cgiar.org
mailto:h.ojha@unsw.edu.au
mailto:ojhahemant1@googlemail.com
mailto:c.padoch@cgiar.org
mailto:jparrotta@fs.fed.us
mailto:b.powell@cgiar.org
mailto:bronwen.powell@hotmail.ca


 

International Union of Forest  Email: office@iufro.org 

Research Organizations Marxergasse 2 Tel.: +43-1-877 01 51-0 

Headquarters - Secretariat A-1030 Vienna, Austria Fax: +43-1-877 01 51-50 

   

8 

Mr Nitin D. Rai 
Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology  
   and the Environment 
Royal Enclave, Srirampura, Jakku PO 
Bangalore – 560064 
India 
Tel: +91 80 23535555 
E-mail: nitinrai@atree.org  
 
Mr Chris Sandbrook 
United Nations Environment Programme 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) 
219 Huntingdon Road 
Cambridge CB3 ODL 
Tel: +44(0)1223766574 
E-mail: cgs21@cam.ac.uk   
 
Mr Carsten Smith-Hall 
University of Copenhagen 
Rolighedsvej 25 
1958 Frb. C, Copenhagen 
Denmark 
Tel: +45 353-31763 / Mob: +45 2130 86 83 
Email: cso@ifro.ku.dk   
 
Ms Céline Termote 
Bioversity International 
Via dei Tre Denari 472/a 

Rome, 00057, Italy 

Tel: +39 3470150 279  
Email: c.termote@cgiar.org    
 
Mr Patrick Van Damme 
Laboratory of Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture 
and Ethnobotany 
Ghent University 
B-9000 Gent 
Belgium 
Tel: +32 9 2646087  
Email: Patrick.VanDamme@ugent.be    
 
Mr Bhaskar Vira 
Department of Geography 
University of Cambridge 
Downing Place 
Cambridge CB2 3EN, UK 
Tel: +44(0)1223 339823  
E-mail: bv101@cam.ac.uk   
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Mr  Christoph Wildburger 
GFEP Coordinator, Consultant 
Environmental Policy and 
Natural Resource Management 
Lilienbrunngasse 18/2/52 
1020 Vienna, Austria  
Tel: +43 (1) 216 48 44 24 
Email: office@wildburger.cc     
 
 
Staff: 
Ms Renate Prüller 
IUFRO Headquarters 
Marxergasse 2 
1030 Vienna 
Austria 
Tel : +43(1)8770151-13 
Email : prueller@iufro.org 
 
Ms Eva-Maria Schimpf 
IUFRO Headquarters 
Marxergasse 2 
1030 Vienna 
Austria 
Tel : +43(1)8770151-21 
Email : schimpf@iufro.org  
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