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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting by email (wolfrum@iufro.org), fax (+43-1-877 01 51-50) or mail (IUFRO Headquarters, c/o BFW, Hauptstrasse 7, 1140 Vienna, Austria). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Pekka Saranpää
Function in IUFRO: Division 5 coordinator
Email: pekka.saranpaa@luke.fi
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

Cognizant of the pressing global need for the forest sector to be a leader in sustainability, diversification, and innovation, the theme of the 2017 IUFRO All-Division 5 Conference was: “Forest Sector Innovations for a Greener Future”. This Innovation/Sustainability theme formed a unifying basis for the week-long conference and guided the agenda through a series of plenary sessions that catalyzed discussion on what the future forest products sector might look like.
The morning plenary sessions were followed with 5-7 concurrent technical sessions (except Wednesday). Altogether 47 technical sessions were organized during the conference covering wide variety of topics from non-timber forest products, mass timber products to nano-cellulose composites and bio jetfuels. Altogether 299 oral and 116 poster presentations were delivered during the conference.
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
With over 400 oral and poster presentations, conference participants were exposed to state-of-the-art forest products research and were afforded the opportunity to network with researchers from around the world. Through the plenary sessions and the in-conference tour, conference participants became familiarized with Canada’s leading role in driving forest products innovation and transformational change.
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
Several changes in Division 5 structure were suggested as a results of the Business meetings and they will be presented for approval at the IUFRO board meeting in September 2017 in Freiburg.
Division 5 will open the bid for the next all-Division 5 conference in 2021 at the end of 2018.
Background information (meeting context):
IUFRO Division 5 Conferences have been organized every 4-5 years in different parts of the world since 1970s: Capetown 1973, Oxford 1980, Madison 1983, Sao Paulo 1988, Nancy 1992, Pullman 1997, Roturua 2003, Taipei 2007 and Estoril 2012. This was the first time that the conference took place in Canada. 
The conference plenary sessions are presented below:

•
Monday June 12: Forest Sector Innovation - How can an innovative forest sector based environmental and social approaches assure a greener future for our global society?

•
Tuesday June 13: Innovations in Forest Products and Services -How will fibre and forests be used in the near- and long-term (focus on bioenergy, biomaterials, biofuels, biochemicals, carbon and non-timber forest products)?

•
Wednesday June 14: Innovations in Wood Building and Design - What will the next generation’s needs for shelter and buildings be and how will they be met?

•
Thursday June 15: Innovations in Forest Management, Policy and Markets - Will there be enough biomass and sustainable products to support the growing global population?

•
Friday June 16:
Innovations in Business Models and Management - What will the businesses of forestry look like in the near- and long-term?
A number of special sessions were also organized during the week. These included:

•
IUFRO Foresight Task Force Meetings: Three separate sessions were organized to collect conference participants’ input on the future emphasis of forest products research and other IUFRO priorities. The intent of identifying issues that are likely to have a future impact on forests both globally and in different regions, and to advise IUFRO on its future strategies

•
CEO Panel - Innovative business models for translating forestry science and technology into economic, social and environmental benefits: This session covered presentations from a selection of international speakers whose organizations have developed successful models for translating discovery and invention into innovations.

•
Student and Early Stage Researcher Incubator: This session provided opportunities for individuals who are still in their studies at institutions of higher learning or who are up to three years post-PhD to make a 5-minute oral presentation of their research findings in the field of wood science and technology or other forest-related disciplines that are linked to forest products. 

•
International Academy of Wood Science (IAWS) Lecture: The Academy Lecture is the highest honor the Academy can bestow to its fellows. It honors distinguished achievements in the science of wood, which in turn encourages high standards of research and publication. This year the lecture was done by Ian de la Roche, former President of FPInnovations on Renaissance of Wood Building Design and Construction in North America. 

•
Society of Wood Science and Technology (SWST) Business Meeting: All 5-day registration attendees of this year’s IUFRO D5 Conference will receive a complimentary 1-year membership in the Society of Wood Science and Technology (SWST).

•
Research Group meetings: IUFRO Division 5 has a number of research and working groups which organized their separate business meetings during the week to discuss group strategies, office holders, future activities and collaboration. 

•
Poster Session: 116 poster presentations were displayed for the entire week in the conference exhibition area. During the poster session, the individual researchers had a chance to discuss their posters with other conference participants.  Division 5 selected six posters for awards:
	Zhenzeng Wu
	Optimization for fire performance of ultra-low density fiberboards 



	Claudio del Menezzi (presenter),

 Priscila Santos,
 Eder Miguel

	Prediction of thickness swelling of thermally densified OSB by means of artificial neural networks (ANN)

	Mihai Ispas (presenter)

Lidia Gurau

Mihaela Campean

Murat Hacibektasoglu


	Influence of heat treating conditions upon the cutting power and processing roughness after planing of Beech Wood (Fagus sylvatica L.) 

	Kent Davis (presenter)

Greg Nolan

Nathan Kotlarewski

Kirsten Orr


	Examining potential for Australia’s plantation hardwoods in appearance applications

	Karen Bayne

Stefania Pizzirani

Csaba Pusztai

Richard Yao (presenter)


	Value loss in the New Zealand forestry sector value chain – what needs to change? 

	Rose Chiteva
	Euclea divinorum dye: A potential media in Non Timber Forest products for a greener future


3) Other information:

Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: 2017 IUFRO Division 5 Conference
Date and venue: June 12-16, 2017, Vancouver, Canada 
Meeting website: http://www.iufrodiv5-2017.ca/
Number of participants:445
Countries represented: 49
	445
	Total Conference delegates

	49
	Countries

	21%
	Students

	20%
	Non-IUFRO members

	8%
	Delegates from countries with lower income economies

	22
	Scientist Assistance Program delegates

	299
	Oral presentations

	116
	Poster presentations

	6
	Best poster awards (Division 5)

	22
	Poster competition (Society of Wood Science and Technology), 4 winners


Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: Division 5
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): 
The Conference was jointly organized by IUFRO Division 5, the Faculty of Forestry at the University of British Columbia, FPInnovations, and the Society of Wood Science and Technology (SWST). Other organizations were also invited to become members of the core group of conference partners. BC Forest Innovation Investment (FII) provided provincial and Canadian Forest Service federal level support for the conference. The US Forest Service supported the conference through the Society of Wood Science and Technology (SWST) and funded the Scientist Assistance Program (SAP)
	Organization 
	Support $ CAD

	Forest Innovation Investment (FII)
	$20,000

	Canadian Forest Service (CFS)
	$10,000

	US Forest Service (USFS)(
	$24,000 + $18,800 (SAP funding)

	FPInnovations 
	$5,000

	International Centre for Bamboo and Rattan (ICBR)
	$6500

	Association of BC Forest Professionals (ABCFP)
	$3,000

	Boku University, Vienna, Austria
	 $720

	USDA FS, PNW
	 $1,218

	Universite Laval
	 $400

	Washington State University
	 $1,333

	Oregon State University
	 $600

	Interfor 
	 $1,500

	Virginia Tech
	 $600

	West Virginia University
	 $1,333

	Total 
	$ 95,150


Study tour(s) to:
The In-Conference tour on Wednesday took participants to the University of British Columbia campus at Point Grey Peninsula. Participants were provided 3 tour options:  

•
Innovation - Sustainable wood buildings and technology: Group visited UBC Forest sciences Centre and the Centre for Advanced Wood Processing, FPInnovations, the UBC Centre for Interdisciplinary Research on Sustainability, UBC Bioenergy Research and Demonstration Facility, UBC Earth Sciences Building and the new 18-story wood structure Brock Commons building.   

•
Culture – Traditional use of wood by First Nations on the North Pacific Coast; The IUFRO cultural tour visited several locations of cultural significance at UBC – Sopron Gate, Forestry Sciences Centre, Reconciliation Pole, the First Nations Longhouse, the Musqueam Double Headed Serpent Pole, and the Victory Through Honor totem. The final stop on the tour was the Museum of Anthropology to explore the MOA’s renowned collection of art and cultural artefacts by First Nations of the Pacific Northwest Coast.

•
Nature – Temperate rain forest and British Columbia’s nature: group visited the UBC botanical garden and the Greenheart Tree Canopy Walk, some remaining old growth forests in the Pacific Spirit Park and the UBC Nitobe Japanese Gardens.

Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
Meeting was advertised to different scientific communities via internet and mailing lists. 
Related publications /websites:
IUFRO 2017 Division 5 Conference Program, Proceedings and Abstracts. Copyright 2017 by IUFRO Division 5 Conference. ISBN: 978- 0 - 9817876 – 7 – 1.

Intended to be available on the IUFRO Division 5 web site.

4) Photos

Legend:
Copyright:
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

