Adaptation of Forests and Forest Management to Changing Climate with Emphasis on Forest Health: A Review of Science, Policies and Practices

Session 18 Wood as a Green Building Material
In late August 2008, Division 5 (Forest Products) made a contribution to the International Conference “Adaptation of Forests and Forest Management to Changing Climate with Emphasis on Forest Health: A Review of Science, Policies and Practices”, held in Umeå, Sweden.  About 350 forest researchers, managers and decision makers from over 50 countries convened to present and discuss ideas and concepts, facts and figures relating to the adaptation of forests and forestry to climate change. The conference focused on the current state of knowledge of ongoing changes in climatic conditions in different regions of the world, observed impacts on forests and other terrestrial ecosystems as reflected by the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report, and the implications of these changes for forest management and conservation.

At the conference, Division 5 had a half-day session “Wood as Green Building Materials”, concerning implications for forest products.  The session was very lively; seven presentations related to the use of wood in construction and LCA issues - emphasizing the benefits of wood products against other materials:

· Labbé Sylvain (Canada) The Convenient Truth 

· Kawanabe A., Akita N., Seike T., Iijima Y. and Takata K. (Japan) LCA Analysis of Timber House Construction in Japan Focusing on Calculating LCCO2 in Basic Materials
· Beauregard Robert, Morency Pierre-Olivier and Bouthillier Luc (Canada) Why Wood Is Key to Green Building.
· Nebel Barbara and Love Simon (New Zealand) A New Zealand Supply Chain Research Strategy for Green Buildings and the Potential Impact on Climate Change 
· Svanæs J., Folvik K. and Wærp S. (Norway) Project MIKADO – Documenting the Environmental Properties of Wood Products.
· Gustavsson Leif and Sathre Roger (Sweden) Low-Energy Wood-Framed Buildings Heated with Bio-Based CHP Plants.
· Ulvcrona T. Evaluating Macroscopic Effects of Impregnation with Hydrophobic Oil on Norway Spruce (Picea abies L. Karst) Mature Sapwood Structure.
After the presentations we had 15 minutes discussion time.  We had exchanged the idea about the public perception and marketing aspects of climate change, green building and forest products, and the scientific aspects of using wood for climate change mitigation.

The book of abstracts can be downloaded from the official website:

http://www.fao.org/forestry/foris/pdf/adaptation/book_of_abstracts.pdf
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