Large diameter timber – problem or chance?

The final conference of COST Action E 40 „Innovative utilization and products of large dimensioned timber including the whole forest-wood-chain” took place on 15th and 16th July 2008 in Freiburg Germany. The topics of the conference ranged from the amount of large diameter trees (LDT) in forests, the demand of this assortment, the production value, innovative harvesting methods, shortage of beech LDT, and new strategies for medium quality to new marketing methods of LDT.

Approximately 90 people from the industry as well as from science attended the conference, which led to several interesting discussions concerning the different topics such as availability of LDT, quality and price. 

Konstantin Freiherr von Teuffel, the director of the “Forstliche Versuchs- und Forschungsanstalt Baden-Württemberg (FVA) started the conference with several striking theses on large diameter utilization.  Denny Ohnesorge, University of Freiburg,  presented the results of his work concerning glued laminated timber (GLT) of beech wood. Beech GLT could be a reasonable alternative if low variability in wood moisture content can be guaranteed. Research results from Prof. Gero Becker (University of Freiburg) and Franka Brüchert (FVA) were reflected by experts from the LDT processing industries.
Alfred Teischinger, chairman of COST Action E 40 and head of the Institute for Wood Science and Technology at the University for Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences Vienna summarized the new knowledge developed by the Action. He presented various LDT stem models with the inherent wood properties and their potential to be used best possible in the wood industries and the pulping industries as well. 
Further information as well as all the presentations in German and English are available on the homepage of COST Action E40 (www.boku.ac.at/coste40). 
