Translation from German
REPORT of the Annual Meeting 

of IUFRO Working Party 4.04.03 SilvaPlan

15 September – 17 September 2008 

Fachhochschule Erfurt
Participants:

O. Griess (Coordinator, Austria), I. Griess (Austria), H. Kurth (Germany), A. Nicke (Host, Germany), M. Orzechowski (Poland), R. Prüller (IUFRO SilvaVoc), P. Schram (Luxemburg), G. Unterthiner (Italy)

Regrets: M. Nieuwenhuis (Ireland), A. Colak (Turkey), M. Broll (Italy), H. Siebert (Chili), G. Gáspar-Hantos (Hungary), J. Gál (Hungary), R. Wiesner (CZ)

1 OPENING:

The Coordinator of the Working Party O. Griess opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. Prof. Dr. Kill, President of the Fachhochschule and Prof. Dr. Gärnter, Studiendekan extended a warm welcome to the participants at the Fachhochschule of Erfurt. Short presentations of the activities of the Working Party given by O. Griess and of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) by R. Prüller were followed by an introduction of the organisation and activity areas of the University by their representatives.  
2 REPORTS
O. Griess and R. Prüller presented an overview of the present status of work in the several languages on behalf of the authors who were not able to join the meeting.  

English: The English terminology is out of stock for some time, therefore it has been suggested to reprint the English book at last year’s meeting. M. Nieuwenhuis was able to obtain sponsorship for the printing costs by Dr. Eugene Hendrick, Director of COFOR. At present, M. Nieuwenhuis and R. Prüller are working on the review and slight improvement of the English version. It is suggested to include a few new terms in the reprint of the English version. It is planned to finish the work by the end of the year. The collaborators of 4.04.03 will receive a list of the new English terms and will be invited to provide equivalencies in their respective working languages. 
Turkish: Excellent progress has been made with the Turkish version. For technical reasons, e-mail contact with Alper H. Colak has been difficult recently, but during the meeting it was confirmed that the problem had been solved recently and that the Turkish version will be printed in Turkey and is close to finalization.  

Romanian: Recently no contact could be established with F. Carcea. However, the Romanian equivalencies are being incorporated in the terminology database. 

Czech: The Czech technical terms are finalized and have been transmitted to SilvaVoc. R. Wiesner and V. Tesař will not be in a position any more to provide the missing definitions.  At present, there is no telephone nor e-mail contact with V. Tesař who is supposed to be abroad. In a letter to O.Griess, R. Wiesner explained that due to insufficient knowledge of German of his colleagues, it is impossible to provide the Czech definitions. In his reply O. Griess mentioned that German language is not necessary to produce the Czech definitions, this would then only be necessary in the last phase when comparing definitions with the German master copy. Griess hopes that R. Wiesner will find a competent colleague in the future. In this context, R. Wiesner on behalf of the Academy of Trutnov repeated the offer to host the annual meeting of 4.04.03 in the year 2009. 
Hungarian: The Hungarian version is available from the SilvaTerm database (www:iufro.org/science/silvavoc/). J. Gal, University of Sopron, has expressed his readiness to make final corrections and to cooperate with the Working Party.  For the time being it is not intended to produce a printed Hungarian version. 
Russian: WP 4.04.03 notes with great regret that is has not been possible to maintain contact with the Russian colleagues. Due to the importance of the Russian language, it is intended to search for new counterparts in Russia who should be invited to collaborate and continue the work on the Russian language version. 
After the reports, the participants discussed open questions: 
Italian: The Italian version was finalized by G. Unterthiner and M. Broll in the past year, and the first books were distributed. G. Unterthiner indicated that he will organise the transport to South Tyrol of the Italian books stocked in Vienna via the University of Life Sciences. First orders of the Italian book have been received already. In the course of the meeting, G. Unterthiner presented the offer of South Tyrol to hold a meeting in the coming year. 
Polish: The work on the Polish version is done by three groups and authors according to subject areas. Approximately 60% of the work has been accomplished. A few new Polish terms were proposed for inclusion in the book and were discussed by the participants. Terms like ‚photogrammetry’ were eliminated in the first version of the terminology of forest management planning, because they do not represent the core vocabulary of forest management. At this time it was decided that no terms of subject areas such as statistics, mathematics or computer sciences would be included. New Polish terms (e.g. (wood) decay) will be presented with a definition (in English or German translation) and sent to the members of 4.04.03 who will then clear the equivalencies in the respective languages. In the coming year, a decision will be taken on a possible Polish printed version. In any case, the Polish terms and definitions will be made available in the SilvaTerm database. 
Further work on the Portuguese terms already available in the database was discussed. Contact will be made with Margarida Tomé, Coordinator of Division 4. G. Unterthiner indicated that he could possibly establish contact with Slovenian colleagues during a meeting in Slovenia in October.  

3 DISCUSSION ON FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF 4.04.03


Given the upcoming change of office periods in 2010, reflections were made regarding a future programme of work of the Working Party. The participants welcomed in particular the interest of Prof. Dr. Anka Nicke in a future involvement and cooperation with 4.04.03 Terminology of Forest Management SilvaPlan.  

The reception of the several language versions of the terminology showed that there is high interest in a reprint of the English version. The other language versions should be promoted in a better way. In the German-speaking region interest exists in using the terminology of forest management planning in forest education and training, however the books are still not sufficiently known. 
The Working Party aims at an increased exchange with other groups of Division 4, in particular with 4.04.00 Forest management planning (Coordinator: Lauri Valsta, Finland; Deputy Coordinators: Chris Goulding, New Zealand and Robert Marusák, Czech Republic). The WP should get active in this regard. 
An increased focus on the content side of the presentation of key concepts in forest management has been subject to vivid discussion. Proposals were made regarding a more content-oriented explanation of some key concepts, including diverging historic developments in Europe, and the presentation of some basic positions in forest management planning.  These (up to 10) concepts could be published (or presented for discussion), for example, on the website of the WP 4.04.03, in addition to the terminological work of the technical vocabulary in the customary form. H. Kurth will think about the contents and provide a proposal to the members of the WP for critical review and comments.  

New ways of work and development of terminology were discussed as well: Discussion groups on the Internet (IUFRO offers this possibility on its homepage) regarding individual concepts, establishment of contact with representatives of Wikipedia with the intention to possibly enter a few terms into Wikipedia, and the use of the Internet as working platform.  
The support from IUFRO’s SilvaVoc project, especially regarding the incorporation of terms and definitions into the SilvaTerm database (http://www.iufro.org/auth/science/
special/silvavoc/silvaterm/) continues to be a condition for the work of the Working Party.

With heartfelt thanks to the organisers, the meeting was closed by O. Griess in the afternoon of September 16, 2008.
In the course of the meeting an excursion was organised to the beech selection forests of the Hainich region, the Hainich National Parc and its canopy walk way and finally to the Willrode forest residence.  
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