Seed Physiology and Technology - History

The IUFRO “Seed Physiology and Technology” Working Party was first included in Section 22, A Working Group on Sexual Reproduction of Forest Trees. This Group organized a symposium in Varparanta, Finland in 1970, where interest in seed physiology was so great that a decision was made to ask IUFRO to establish a Working Party on nothing but seeds. IUFRO approved the request, and Working Party S2.01.06, Seed Problems was organized at a symposium at the Godøysund Fjord Hotel on a small island in the Bjørne Fjord near Bergen, Norway in September, 1973.

In addition to technical papers, there were discussion sessions on seed problems peculiar to tropical countries and on various seed technical problems that might be suitable for cooperative efforts by working party members. Over the next few years small committees worked on these topics, and some very useful publications resulted: a directory of tree seed researchers of the world, an international list of equipment and supplies for tree seed technology, and a glossary of seed germination terms for workers with tree seeds. In the latter one, a committee of 14 scientists from 9 countries reviewed Astandard@ definitions of seed terms and agreed upon definitions that were in line with current usage among tree seed scientists. The publication was in English, but included German and French synonyms. Another product of these early efforts was the Working Party Newsletter, which is still being published.

Our first Chairman was Milan Simak (Sweden), with A. Løken (Norway) and K. Kamra (Sweden) as Deputy Chairmen. Officers in succeeding terms of approximately 4 years each were:

1977-1981  M. Simak (Ch.), K. Kamra, S. Asakawa (Japan), and F. Simancik (Czechoslovakia) (Co-Chairs)

1982-1986  F. Bonner (USA) (Chair), K. Kamra (Japan) and K. Lind-Mulet (Guatemala) (Co-Chairs)

1986-1990  F. Bonner (USA) (Chair), K. Kamra (Japan) and S. Bhumibhamon (Thailand) (Deputy Chairs)

1990-1994 G. Edwards (Canada) (Chair), J. Vozzo (USA) and R. Musoke (Uganda) (Co-Chairs)

1994-1998 G. Edwards (Canada) (Chair), J. Vozzo (USA) and R. Musoke (Uganda) (Co-Chairs)

1998-2002  J. Vozzo (USA)(Chair), T. Beardmore (Canada) andD. Krishnapillay (Malaysia) (Co-Chairs)

2003-current T. Beardmore (Canada) (Chair), M. Daws (UK) and C. Chien (China)(Co-chairs)

Note, often there would be Co-Chairs, and then Deputy-Chairs.

Over the next 30 years the Group has had several IUFRO designations (WP S2.01.06, PG P2.04, RG 2.09.00, and maybe others), but our focus has always been on tree seed problems. 

Fifteen symposia have been held:

1973C Bergen, Norway

1976C Fuji, Japan

1979C Starkville, USA

1980C Chalk River, Canada

1984C Bangkok, Thailand

1985C Vienna, Austria

1987C Harare, Zimbabwe

1989C Gympie, Australia

1991C Victoria, Canada

1992C Oagadougou, Burkino Faso

1995C Arusha, Tanzania

1997C Raipur, India

2001C Los Baños, Philippines

2002C Chania, Crete

2003C Athens, USA

2004 - Nanjing, China

2006 - Fredericton, Canada

2008 - West Sussex, England

The information reported above has been collected from files at the U.S. Forest Service office in Starkville, Mississippi USA (2003). 

