
          
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A REBIRTH FOR THE FORESTS OF ASIA 
 
(Vienna, 3 November 2009) – Over-exploitation for wood and fuel, 
land conversion to agriculture, forest fire, expansion of desert 
areas, drought and il legal logging, in the past, were among the 
factors that have caused major degradation of Asia’s forests.  
 
More recently, as awareness of the problems and excesses grew, efforts at 
rehabilitation began to emerge. Some of the rehabilitation successes started with 
government programs then spread to industry, non-government organizations and 
local communities.  
 
The growing economies in Asia, home of 14% of the world’s forests and more than 
60% of its population, create many challenges and opportunities – economically, 
environmentally and socially – for the forests, which play important roles in these 
countries. 
 
Forest scientists from various regions in Asia, who have responded to this challenge 
through an initiative called Keep Asia Green, will be among those discussing at the 
2010 IUFRO World Congress in Seoul the history, current status, success and failures 
of forest rehabilitation efforts in their countries.  
 
“The Seoul discussions around Keep Asia Green – the lessons learned and success 
stories – will allow those from any part of the world confronted with the degradation 
of forests, to assess what approaches could be adopted and applied successfully to 
address the challenges they face at home”, says IUFRO President Professor Don K. 
Lee. 
 

 
IUFRO, the International Union of Forest Research Organizations, is a non-
profit, non-governmental international network of forest scientists that promotes global 
cooperation in forest-related research and enhances the understanding of the ecological, 
economical and social aspects of forests and trees.  
 
An important part of IUFRO’s mission is to disseminate scientific knowledge to 
stakeholders and decision-makers and to contribute to forest policy and on-the-ground 
forest management. 
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