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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Barbara Bentz
Function in IUFRO: Chair WP 7.03.05
Email: bbentz@fs.fed.us
2) Meeting report 
Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field:

a) Bark beetles and other forest insects across the globe are being influenced by recent shifts in climate.
b) A variety of tools are being developed to monitor forest insect activity.
c) Several model formulations have been developed to describe and predict climate change effects on outbreak dynamics and potential range expansion.
d) New mechanisms/strategies for management of bark beetle populations using semiochemicals were discussed.
e) New information on a variety of community associates, including symbiotic fungi and bacteria, that facilitate forest insect population growth was discussed.
Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
Research from Europe and North and South America was presented that showed significant influence of recent climate shifts on forest insect activity. Research investigating potential underlying factors including host tree defenses and direct effects of temperature on insect timing were presented. The meeting venue and associated field trip highlighted a large-scale mortality event occurring in high elevation pine forests in western North America where a combination of mountain pine beetle and an exotic pathogen are pushing the long-lived whitebark pine to potential local extinction.  Interaction among disturbance events, including insects and fire was also discussed.  Several programs to support information dissemination, including www.bugwood.org, were presented.
Outlook to future activities:
WP 7.03.05 is currently discussing our next meeting options. 
Background information (meeting context):
This was a joint meeting with WP 7.03.07 and was held in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, USA to highlight a recent large scale mortality event in high elevation whitebark pine caused by mountain pine beetle.  
Three students were awarded funds to facilitate travel to the meeting:  Fraser McKee (University of Northern British Columbia), Sepideh Massoumi Alamouti (University of British Columbia) and Erinn Powell (University of Wisconsin). 
3) Other information:

Meeting data: September 28 – October 2, 2009
Full title of the meeting: Forest Insects and Environmental Change
Date and venue: Jackson Hole, Wyoming, USA
Meeting website: http://www.usu.edu/beetle/IUFRO.htm
Number of participants: 67
Countries represented: 10
Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: WP 7.03.05, 7.03.07
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s):  USDA Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station (RMRS); Utah State University
Study tour(s) to: Grand Teton National Park, Bridger-Teton National Forest, Shoshone National Forest.
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO): FORENT; RMRS newsletter.
Related publications /websites:
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