IWA goes far East

By Heiko Thoemen and Marius C. Barbu
From October 5th – 10th a training course arranged by the International Wood Academy of Hamburg, Germany took place at Walailak University near Nakhon Si Thammarat in Southern Thailand. During the course 35 participants from Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Laos and Vietnam gathered specific knowledge about the manufacturing process and the applications of wood-based panels. Due to the increasing economical relevance, the course focused on particle- and fiber-based composites.

Recently, South Asia developed to a leading region concerning the wood-based panels manufacture with several MDF and particleboard plants equipped with high technology. By meeting this development, the International Wood Academy (IWA), in cooperation with the Walailak University, worked out an English course schedule, specifically meeting the demands of employees in the middle and higher positions of the wood-based composites industry. Therefore employees of several local manufacturers as well as employees of international operating adhesive manufacturers participated in the five days lasting course. Additionally, seven scholarships were awarded by the organizer to scientists mainly from the region.

The overall conception of the course, originally developed by the IWA for courses in Germany, was adapted to the local conditions in its main parts. With this adaption, a close interlocking of specific basic knowledge on the one hand and the transfer of application-oriented competences on the other hand was maintained as an integral part of the seminar. The basic knowledge was communicated by the main speakers Prof. Marius Barbu from the University of Transilvania (Brasov, Romania) – who was also scientific director of this event, Dr. Christian Heinemann from Dynea (Krems, Austria) and Assoc.Prof. Heiko Thoemen from the University of Hamburg (Germany) – who was one of the main founder of IWA and also director of the previous three events. A special focus was set on the individual processes, the adhesion technology as well as on the markets, standards, ecological aspects and costs.

During a special industry and innovation day recent developments in the fields of wood-based panels industry were presented. For this purpose several European speakers arrived: Bart Singulé (Huntsman, Belgium), Roman Lichomski (GreCon, Germany), Andreas Rahlmeyer (Maier Zerkleinerungstechnik, Germany) and Jochem Behrns (Siempelkamp, Germany). On this day the participants had the opportunity to receive first-hand information as well as to discuss technical questions directly with the suppliers. 

With laboratory training lectures in which the participants manufactured laboratory panels, tested their properties and applied computer based simulation techniques of the manufacturing process, the course was brought to a round figure.

Besides the communication of specific knowledge during the lectures, the social networking, which is a basic element of the concept of the courses as designed by the IWA, is encouraged at several sportive or cultural leisure activities. With this, an open-minded atmosphere was created with the opportunity to discuss with competitors and to develop new contacts.
No doubt, the perfect administrative organization as well as the good marketing of the event and the professional assistance for the participants and the international speakers provided by the Walailak University, represented by Assoc.Prof. Dorn Matan, who was the executive director of this IWA and attended this course in 2008, contributed strongly to the success of the event as a whole.

Based on the good cooperation between the two Thai universities with wood-technological departments, namely the relatively new Walailak University and the well established Kasetsart University in Bangkok, two lectures could be integrated into the course schedule. Therefore Assoc.Prof. Wiwat Hanvongjirawat who received his Ph.D. from the University of Hamburg and attended the IWA course in 2005 and Prof. Nikhom Leamsak presented topics of the Thai forest and wood-based industry.

The International Wood Academy was founded in 2005 on the initiative of the University of Hamburg and the international consulting company Applikatio GbR (Freiburg, Germany). Since its foundation the IWA organized several training courses at the University of Hamburg to topics of wood-based panels technology. The next course in Europe is planned for summer 2010. Caused by the enormous demand for specific training in South-East-Asia, the next course in Thailand will come up in spring 2011.

Last but not least many thanks go to the supporters 
- University of Walailak, School of Engineering and Resource Mangement (Thailand)
- “Transilvania” University of Brasov, Faculty of Wood Industry (Romania)
- University of Hamburg, Faculty for Mathematics, Informatics and Natural Sciences (Germany)
- International Wood Academy of Hamburg (Germany)
- University of Kasetsart, Faculty of Forestry (Thailand)
- International Union for Forest Research Organization, Division 5 “Forest Products” (Austria)
and sponsors :
- National Research Council of Thailand
- Huntsman (Belgium)
- Dynea (Austria)
- Grecon (Germany)
- Maier (Germany)
- Siempekamp (Germany)
who made possible this excellent event!
