IUFRO Support for the Anniversary Meeting at „Transilvania” University of Brasov
50 Years of History for the only Faculty for Wood Industry in Romania

Marius C. Barbu – Professor, Coordinator of IUFRO WP 5.05

Mihaela Câmpean – Professor, Deputy Coordinator of IUFRO WP 5.04

In June 2009 the Faculty of Wood Industry of Brasov, Romania, celebrated 50 years of existence. This was the reason to organize between 4 -6 June the 7-th edition of the International Conference „Wood Science and Engineering in the Third Millenium” – ICWSE 2009, sponsored also by the International Union of Forest Research Organisations - IUFRO. 80 participants from 16 countries joined the conference (37 from abroad). They built-up in Brasov a strong forum for exchange of ideas and future colaborations. The 108 articles published within the Conference Proceedings, covering 800 of pages reflect not only quantitatively, but also qualitatively the interest of scientists form all over the world.
The Faculty of Wood Industry was set up in 1959 being at present the unique faculty having such a specialization in Romania.
At present the faculty has as main concern the training of specialists for the state owned and private sector of wood processing, not only in the technological field but also in the design and preservation of wood products one.
Nowadays it provides the Licence Domain Forestry Engineering fullfilling the Bologna regulations with the following specializations:
- Wood Working Engineering, 4 years of full-time study; 

- Furniture and Wooden Finite Product Engineering, 4 years of full-time study; 

After passing the final examinations, the graduates get a Diploma, the degree conferred for these specializations being that of Engineer.
Since 2008, a new specialization is additionally promoted, namely:
- Forestry Engineering and Management.

The Wood Working Engineering specialization trains mainly production engineers. The approximatively sixty graduates / year acquire the necessary knowledge both for the activity as manager in the wood industry enterprises and for the conceiving activity concerning the technologies specific to the wood industry.
The curriculum provides sufficient knowledge for the graduates in order to carry on other activities, too, such as: 

- furniture and wooden product designing and manufacturing 

- technological organization 
- product quality testing 

- fundamental and applied research in the field of wood working technologies. 

The graduates from this specialization can join a mixed staff, too, providing software for the manufacturing programming, the technological optimization, conceiving of production lines, machine tools, equipment and plants used in the wood industry.
At the same time, these specialists can develop consulting activities in the technological field, product conceiving, and management as well as marketing activities in the wood industry.
Over 150 students from Korea, China, Nigeria, Zaire, the Ivory Coast, Russia, the Republic of Moldavia etc. - have been trained within the framework of this specialization.
The Furniture and Wooden Finite Product Engineering specialization trains 40 engineers yearly, these engineers being specialized in furniture designing and in the designing of other products in the wood industry but also in the wood preservation and products renovation.
The knowledge of design, decorative drawing, styles and ornaments, art furniture manufacturing, wooden product designing and manufacturing etc., renders the graduates of this section competitive in comparison with the graduates of similar faculties all over the world.
The graduates from this specialization may develop conceiving activities in the field of the indoor decoration as well as studies on the furniture and wooden finite product market.
Postgraduate courses include the following specializations as Master study:
- Eco-Design of Furniture and Restoration, 2 years of full-time study; 

- Advanced Structures and Innovative Technologies in Wood Industry, 2 years of full-time study.
The teaching stuff, acting within the Wood Technology Department and the Machines for Wood Industry Department, is formed by 14 profesors, 5 assistant professors, 7 lecturers, 4 assistents and 4 consultant professors. 

At present, the total number of students in cycle I undergraduate studies – full time and low-frequency counts 535 students and 53 more students in cycle II for master studies. 
