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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

IUFRO co-sponsored International Wood Academy “International Training Course on Wood based Panels” hosted by Walailak University, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand from 4-10.10.09
1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name:


Prof. Dr.-Ing. Dr. Marius C. Barbu (host: Asst.Prof. Nirundorn Matan)
Function in IUFRO: 
Coordinator of WP 5.05.00
Email: 


cmbarbu@unitbv.ro
2) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
Key issues discussed:
The course content included:

a) Product properties
b) Applications and markets
c) Product innovations
d) Production processes

e) Production costs
f) Adhesion and adhesives

g) Standard and testing of panels
h) Emissions from processes and products

Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
During the 5 days course participants acquired fundamental knowledge about all important aspects relevant to wood-based panel manufacture, with emphasis being placed on production technology. Seminars were supplemented by various laboratory works and a computer simulation exercises. Most up to date knowledge and technology was provided directly from experts from many leading wood-based panel supply industries on the innovation and industry day. All 35 participants have passed the examination and received the certificate of completion of the training. Various leisure activities such as welcome & farewell dinners, sport activities and Nakon Si Thammarat city tour were also arranged for both speakers and participants.
Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other):
The next International Training Course on Wood-based Panels has been agreed to be arranged in April, 2011 at Walailak University, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand.
Background information (meeting context):
 

In a globalized world with continuously changing technology and methods in the workplace, continuous professional training becomes more and more important. The times when one leaves university with sufficient knowledge for his entire working life are over. Lifelong learning has been promoted for some time now. It includes not only reading professional journals, but requires in more and more cases leaving the work place to participate in professional training programs and know-how exchanges.

Such need is evident in the wood-working industry, too. Technological developments and product innovations, as well as the upcoming new markets and rapidly changing terms of competition require a continued updating of knowledge. To meet these demands, the International Wood Academy (IWA) offers concise and focused advanced training programs that enable participants to systematically expand their expert knowledge. The IWA was founded on the initiative of the University of Hamburg, Department of Wood Science and Applikatio GbR Freiburg, Germany specifically for the development and implementation of advanced training programs for the forest products industry.
After three successful years (2005, 2006 and 2008) of the training program on wood-based panels performed in Hamburg and managed by Dr. Heiko Thömen, the International Wood Academy (IWA) incorporation with the Wood Science and Engineering research Unit, Walailak University, Thailand and the Faculty of Wood Industry of the “Transilvania” University of Brasov, Romania has arranged for both professionals and new-comers in the international wood-based panel industry as well as academic staff in universities and research institutes in South-East Asia for the first time. The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the parties has been formally signed on 22nd October 2008.

While maintaining a high level of standard of the academic contents, this training program offers an opportunity for professionals from companies and research institutes of South-East Asia and nearby to get an easy access to a comprehensive and up to date knowledge on wood-based panels in an understanding that the continuous expansion of the staff knowledge is essential for the industries, R&D organisations and universities to remain competitive in the market.
3) Other information:

There were 7 expert speakers from Europe:

Prof. Dr.Ing. Dr. Marius C. Barbu (“Transilvania“ University of Brasov, Romania), 
Asst. Prof. Dr. Heiko Thömen (University of Hamburg, Germany), 
Dr. Christian Heinemann (Dynea, Austria), 
Mr. Bart Singule (Huntsman, Belgium), 
Dr.Jochem Berns (Siempelkamp, Germany), 
Mr. Roman Lichomski (GreCon, Germany), 
Mr. Andreas Rahlmeyer (Maier, Germany) 
and 5 expert speakers from Thailand
Asst. Prof. Dr.Wiwat Hanvongjirawat (Kasetsart University, Thailand)

Asst. Prof. Dr. Nikhom Leamsak (Kasetsart University, Thailand)
Asst. Prof. Dr. Buhnnum Kyokong (Walailak University, Thailand) 
Dr. Pannipa Malanit (Walailak University, Thailand)

Asst. Prof. Dr. Nirundorn Matan (Walailak University, Thailand).  
There were 37 participants from 15 private wood industry companies and 5 universities in Southeast Asia attended the training program.
Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting:
International Training Course on Wood-Based Panels: Processes, Properties and Uses
Date and venue: 

5th-10th October 2009
Walailak University, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand

Meeting website:

http://wood.wu.ac.th/woodtraining/home.html
Number of participants:
37 participants and 12 speakers

Countries represented:
Participants: 
Thailand, Romania, Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and Lao

Speakers:
Romania, Germany, Austria, Belgium and Thailand
Organization of the meeting:

Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): 

Hosts: 

Walailak University (Thailand), 
International Wood Academy, University of Hamburg (Germany)
Faculty of Wood Industry, “Transilvania“ University of Brasov (Romania)
Sponsors: 
National Research Council of Thailand (Thailand)


International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO)



Kasetsart University (Thailand)


Huntsman (Belgium)

Dynea (Austria)

GreCon (Germany)

Siempelkamp (Germany)

Maier (Germany)
Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO):
Newsletters, posters and websites
Related publications /websites:
http://wood.wu.ac.th/woodtraining/home.html

Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

