For the first time an Annual Plenary Meeting and Conference of International Academy of Wood Sciences (IAWS) was organized in Russia with support of IUFRO and Regional Coordination Council on Wood Science (RCCWS). Conference started in Saint-Petersburg and then Moscow took up the torch. The event’s motto was «Wood as a Renewed Source of Vital Values in the Changing World». The Rector of St.-Petersburg State Forest Technical Academy professor Andrey Selihovkin greeted the Conference guests and told about history and a current state of the oldest high forest school of Russia. The Rector of the Moscow State Forest University (MSFU) Victor Sanaev in his greeting informed them about University’s various scientific and educational activities. The role of the RCCWS at MSFU as scientific-information centre, promoting wood experts’ high level training has been underlined.
The total number of oral and poster presentations was 129 and they were presented with more than 120 participants and visitors from 21 countries of Europe, Asia, America and Africa. Subjects of reports covered the wide range of problems: influence of conditions of growth and forest care activities on wood quality, dendrohronology, ecology, wood structure in nano, micro, meso and macro scales, wood chemistry, physical and mechanical properties of wood, wood defects and protection, standardization of forest products. wood technology, wood composite materials, wood usage in building, forest sector economy, bio-energetics e.c..

 The Academy Lecture «Wood as a Natural Smart Material» has been delivered by IAWS Fellow, President of the RCCWS, MSFU professor Boris Ugolev. The basic attention has been given to “shape memory effect” of wood. 

The annual session of RCCWS took place within the Conference. Participants of Conference also have visited the Russian Academy’s of Science (RAS) Main Botanical Garden (MBG). MBG’s director  professor Alexander Demidov informed the guests about its history and future development directions e.g. new MSFU chairs and laboratories creation at MBG base. The visit to Institution of Solid State Physics (ISSP) of RAS was the useful addition to Conference scientific program. Professor Nickolai Klassen presented ISSP activities in nanotechnologies. Nanocomposite products on the wood base have been demonstrated during ISSP labs’ visiting.
