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________________________________________________________________________________________  
LA SERENA DECLARATION

FOREST RESEARCH IN THE REGION OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN: 

SUPPORTING FORESTS AND PEOPLE THROUGH NETWORKING
We, the forest researchers from 15 countries in the Latin American and Caribbean Region and from 13 countries outside the Region, have gathered in La Serena, Chile, for the Second Latin American Congress of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations, hosted by the Institute of Forestry of Chile as principal organizer, to exchange latest research results on the interaction between forests, the environment and society in Latina America and the Caribbean. 

- Collectively, we have deliberated on the increasing importance of forests and trees and their multiple goods and services and on how this importance can be further enhanced in order to best benefit people in the Latin American and Caribbean countries. Furthermore, being aware of the severe threats of desertification to some parts of Latin America and as a contribution to the goals of the International Year to Combat Desertification, we have analyzed most recent research findings on how forests can assist in mitigating the negative impacts of desertification. 
- We note that a multitude of scientists and institutions carry out research related to forests and trees in Latin America and the Caribbean. Yet, we recognize that the effectiveness of forest science in the Region can be enhanced by means of increased networking and capacity building efforts and we are therefore committed to engage in increased regional cooperation activities. Moreover, we recognize the necessity to increase the links with other scientific disciplines that introduce new approaches in the research on forest resources and forest related subjects.  

- We also believe that participation of researchers in open fora for forest policy, planning and management as well as a more active interaction between researchers and stakeholders is important for facilitating the transfer of scientific knowledge to potential users as well as to understand their research needs. 

- We are aware of the fact that a stable financial framework is needed in order to be able to provide cutting edge research. We therefore welcome all efforts of national governments and international finance institutions and mechanisms to provide an enabling environment for increased forest research activities and networking in the Latin American and Caribbean Region. 

- We also recognize that the involvement of young scientists is a prerequisite for a sustainable future of forest related research. Therefore, we agree to take appropriate measures so that young scientists can be supported in their research work and professional career in the Region. In the same way, we agree on the need to emphasize the importance of the support to women and underrepresented groups and to actively promote their involvement in forest research in our respective institutions in the future. 

- As outlined in the IUFRO Strategy 2006 – 2010 IUFRO aims at global science cooperation for the benefit of forests and people. Therefore, we are prepared to join efforts to contribute to this goal and make best use of the IUFRO network. In this context, we welcome that IUFRO, especially through the Special Programme for Developing Countries (SPDC) and the Global Forest Information Service (GFIS) initiative can help to increase research capacity and information flow in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

- Finally, we would like to underline the importance of this regional scientific congress given the quantity and quality of information shared and the contacts established between the researchers of the different countries. In order to ensure continuity, we agree to take efforts to regularly hold such congresses at least every four years. 
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