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DELIVERED VIA EMAIL



October 6, 2010

Dr. Yousry El-Kassaby
IUFRO Division 2 Coordinator
University of British Columbia
Faculty of Forestry
Department of Forest Sciences

y.el-kassaby@ubc.ca


SUBJECT: IPS-V conference report and IUFRO 2.08.04 business meeting report


Dear Yousry,

IUFRO’s Fifth International Poplar Symposium (IPS-V), "Poplars and Willows: from Research Models to Multipurpose Trees for a Biobased Society" was held in Orvieto, Italy, 20-25 September, 2010.  IPS-V was the largest and most widely attended of all of IUFRO’s previous poplar symposia held in Seattle, Washington, U.S.A. (1995), Orleans, France (1999), Uppsala, Sweden (2003), and Nanjing, China (2006).   A total of over 220 delegates from 35 countries were represented at the symposium.  Eleven keynote and 56 technical presentations were made in conjunction with seven scientific sessions focused on the following thematic areas:  (1) Population and Conservation Genetics, (2) Genomics, (3) Biotechnology, (4) Production Systems, (5) Environmental Applications, (6) Host-Pest Interactions, and (7) International Cooperative Programs.  Additionally, 143 poster presentations were displayed at IPS-V.  Abstracts of all oral and poster presentations were included in a 227-page conference book that was provided to all IPS-V delegates.   The conference organizers are planning on publishing selected IPS-V papers in three separate journals, Biomass and Bioenergy, Tree Genetics and Genomes, and Tree Physiology.  An in-conference field tour was conducted by the University of Tuscia to the Paglia River where the interactions of river dynamics and Populus nigra population biology were exhibited and discussed.  Franco Alasia Vivai, Savigliano and the Agricultural Research Council of Italy, Casale Monferrato hosted a post-conference field tour to the Po River Valley where the latest technologies of poplar and willow breeding and cultivation were showcased.  I am most thankful to the IPS-V conference and technical program committees for their exemplary service in planning and conducting a highly successful symposium.  Drs. Giuseppe Scarascia-Mugnozza 





and Stefano Bisoffi, Agricultural Research Council of Italy and Dr.  Maurizio Sabatti, University of Tuscia deserve special commendation for their meritorious efforts.

A business meeting of working party 2.08.04 was held during IPS-V.  Nineteen symposium delegates attended.   The main points are as follows:

1. Election of New Officers:
a. Coordinator - Francisco Zamudio, University of Talca, Chile
b. Deputies:
i. Theo Verwijst, Swedish Agricultural University, Uppsala
ii. Ron Zalesny, U. S. Forest Service, U.S.A.
iii. Deqiang Zhang, Beijing Forestry University, China

2. Poplar Position Paper  - We discussed the need for a white paper or a position paper that would address the pros and cons of the use of inter-specific hybrids in large-scale production plantations.  It was agreed that this would be best handled as a joint project with the FAO’s International Poplar Commission.  A nine-person planning committee was formed and charged with framing the question, developing a topic outline, and making a recommendation for a suitable publication outlet.  The intent is to provide rational, science-based information for legislators, policy makers, editorial writers, environmental advocates, etc. that may deal with this issue in the future.

3. Location of IPS-VI.  It was discussed and decided that the next poplar symposium should probably be held in North or South America in view of the location of recent symposia in Europe and Asia.  Nevertheless, all proposals will be considered.  Current coordinator (Stanton) and coordinator-elect (Zamudio) will begin the solicitation process before year’s end.

4. Technical Paper – It was discussed and decided that 2.08.04 will work in conjunction with the International Poplar Commission’s Poplar Genetics Working Party to produce a technical paper on approaches and methods of poplar and willow F1 hybridization, recurrent breeding, and progeny and varietal testing.   Paper will be published as an FAO technical report.  The intent is to provide a source of technical information for tree improvement workers otherwise lacking access to qualified/experienced guidance.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Brian J.  Stanton. Ph. D.
IUFRO Coordinator, Unit 2.08.04
GreenWood Resources





Cc:  	Stefano Bisoffi
Brigitte Burger
Bailian Li
Maurizio Sabatti
	Giuseppe Scarascia-Mugnozza
Gail Taylor
	Theo Verwijst
	Ron Zalesny
	Francisco Zamudio 
Deqiang Zhang
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