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Introduction & Overview
Traditional knowledge is a combination of ancient indigenous practices and techniques, locally adapted and distinctive to a territory or a community, which is typically packaged in folk songs, stories, dances, poetry, and carvings and paintings, and passed on through the generations. It has greatly contributed, and still does, to the world’s natural and cultural heritage by sustaining the production of multiple goods and services that enhance livelihood security and quality of life. Together with its cultural values and historical perspectives, traditional knowledge has gained an increasingly important role in shaping policies towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of alleviating poverty and ensuring economic, social and environmental sustainability. 

Traditional knowledge has been used for managing the utilization of many natural resources, such as water, soil and forests, and for organizing rural and urban communities. Traditional Forest-Related Knowledge (TFRK) has long been known to have important implications for forest management and conservation of forest biodiversity, as well as identification of valuable genetic resources. This knowledge has historically been dynamic, responding to changing environmental, social, economic and political conditions to ensure that forest resources continue to provide tangible (foods, medicines, wood and other non-timber forest products, water and fertile soils) and intangible (spiritual, social and psychological health) benefits for present and future generations.

The political commitments on increasing the role of TFRK and practices in the protection of landscapes and conservation of biological diversity were reaffirmed by many of the member states of the United Nations Forum on Forests. During its Sixth Session in 2006, countries agreed to four Global Objectives on Forests aimed at enhancing sustainable forest management (SFM) and the contributions of forests to the achievement of the MGDs. The increasing emphasis on SFM, which includes ecological, social, cultural, spiritual, and economic sustainability, has prompted greater emphasis on all relevant knowledge about forest ecosystems and approaches for their management. 

The Asia-Pacific region has some of the world’s highest diversity of ethnicities, languages and cultures. The region is the home of very rich ancient wisdom that had been passed down through the generations. A major portion of this is directly or indirectly linked to its vast stretches of forests, which have been the lifeline for the millions of people living in and around them. Although many of these age-old techniques and practices have previously been discarded as being outdated and no longer relevant to present day forestry, increasingly they are being re-discovered and explored for solving current problems. In the process, issues such as equitable sharing of benefits and protection of intellectual property rights have surfaced.

Traditional knowledge and practices have sustained the livelihoods, cultures and the forest and agricultural resources of local and indigenous communities throughout Asia for centuries. Despite their importance and contributions to sustainable rural livelihoods, traditional forest-related knowledge and practices are fast disappearing in most Asian countries, (and indeed worldwide) for a number of reasons. The expansion of the increasingly globalized market economies in previously self-sufficient rural areas, the impact of infrastructure development and greater exposure to mass media, and government policies and regulations within and outside of the forest sector restricting access and traditional use of forest resources, have led to a general erosion of traditional culture and of traditional land and forest management knowledge and practices, and declining interest in traditional wisdom, knowledge, and lifestyles among younger generations. The negative implications of this loss of TFK on livelihoods, cultural and biological diversity, and the capacity of forested landscapes to provide environmental goods and services remain poorly understood, largely unappreciated, and undervalued by policy-makers and the general public in most countries.

Against this backdrop, the international conference “Sustainable Forest Management and Poverty Alleviation: Roles of Traditional Forest-related Knowledge”, was convened in Kunming, Yunnan Province, China, 17-20 December 2007. For the IUFRO Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge, this meeting was the third of a series of regional conferences to be held between 2005 and 2010.  
The Conference

The international conference “Sustainable Forest Management and Poverty Alleviation: Roles of Traditional Forest-related Knowledge”, was jointly organized by the Chinese Academy of Forestry, the International Union of Forest Research Organization’s (IUFRO) Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge, and the Asia-Pacific Association of Forestry Research Institutions (APAFRI) with the cooperation of and several other organizations in Asia and financial support from the Korea Forest Research Institute, the State Forest Administration of PR China, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management and several other organizations in Asia. Appendix I contains a list of sponsors, as well as a list of the members of the Scientific Committee for this conference.
A total of 65 papers and posters were presented on these topics during the three days of formal sessions. Presentations covered a wide range of local case studies, historical analyses, and multi-site study syntheses. The conference programme also included a full-day field trip to the Zixishan National Forest Park organized by the Kunming Institute of Botany and an evening cultural program in township of the Chuxiong Yi Ethnic Minority Prefecture. The detailed programme is appended as Appendix II.
The conference was attended by approximately 130 participants from 14 countries in Asia plus delegates from an additional 7 countries in the Western Pacific, Europe, and North America. The full list of participants with their contact details is in Appendix III. Delegates included researchers from numerous biophysical and social science disciplines, academicians and teachers, students, representatives from NGOs, national forest management agencies and intergovernmental organizations and bodies, as well as a significant representation of local and indigenous community members from China and several other Asian countries . 
This conference also served as the venue for side meetings of Task Force core group members able to attend from Asia, Australia, Russia, and North America to finalize plans for the preparation of a global State-of-Knowledge Report to be published in 2010 – this publication will include regional overviews of key questions and issues related to traditional forest knowledge and its application to sustainable forest management as well as global syntheses and special chapters on traditional knowledge in international forest policy discussions, IPR and access and benefit sharing issues, scientific ethics and best practices in TFK research, among others.
Major Topics and Findings
The principal topics explored during the conference included: 
· Traditional knowledge contributions to achieving poverty reduction and related Millennium Development Goals; 

· The roles of traditional knowledge and management practices in sustaining cultural identity and rural livelihoods; 

· Application of traditional knowledge in management of forest and agricultural ecosystems for food, forest products and environmental services; 

· Challenges and opportunities for the study, preservation and enhancement of traditional knowledge to contribute to sustainable rural livelihoods and sustainable use forest biodiversity under conditions of  accelerating socioeconomic and environmental change; and, 

· Policy issues and processes affecting the preservation and development of traditional forest knowledge.  
Owing to the diversity of scientific disciplines, cultural perspectives, backgrounds, experiences and philosophies of the participants, the program and associated discussions were rich, dynamic and thought-provoking. From these presentations and discussions, several topics and issues emerged that appear to be common to most regions and situations regarding the cultural, economic, and ecological importance of traditional forest-related knowledge, the challenges faced by local and indigenous communities to strengthen and preserve their traditional knowledge and lifestyles in the face of global change, pre-requisites for sustaining traditional forest management practices, and the appropriate role of formal forest science to assist in solving these issues.  
For example, in a large number of case studies reported, the rapid erosion of traditional forest-related knowledge is linked to social, economic, and governance trends arising from within these communities and impinging on them from the broader society, due to the influence of expanding market economies, media influences on popular cultural values and lifestyle expectations, and land-use, transportation, economic and other policies that restrict opportunities for traditional forms of agricultural and forest management (traditional shifting cultivation, for example), undermine traditional communal decision-making institutions, and limit market access to forest products based on traditional practices. Lack of awareness among the general public, the media, and decision-makers about the values (environmental, social, economic, cultural) of forests to local communities and the larger society that benefits from traditional forest management practices is widespread, and opportunities for involvement of local and indigenous communities in development of forest and land-use policies that directly affect their livelihoods are rare. 
On the other hand, the conference highlighted a number of encouraging local and national examples and strategies for reversing these trends. Partnerships with NGOs, government forest agencies, universities and research organizations, business enterprises, and others have helped in some cases to preserve or restore traditional use rights and access for forest-dependent communities, yielded effective joint forest management arrangements, improved rural incomes by expanding marketing access for traditional forest products, and enhanced the profile and prestige of traditional forest-related knowledge within and outside of local and indigenous communities. The conference urged governments to mainstream traditional forest-related knowledge into sustainable forest management and poverty alleviation development strategies, policies, and legislative agendas.
The role of forest science
The actual and potential importance of forest science to helping protect and realize the full potential of traditional forest-related knowledge was given considerable attention during the conference. Among the major points echoed throughout the conference participants were the importance of multi-disciplinary, participatory, research (both biophysical and social sciences); the critical issue of trust and respect (for communities, their cultures, beliefs and practices) in research on traditional knowledge, and the need for such research to help solve immediate, practical problems faced by the communities in which they work.
Working with local and indigenous communities, the forest science community can contribute to the revitalization of traditional forest-related knowledge in several important ways, including:

· Documentation of TFK in close partnership with holders and users of this knowledge, using ethically appropriate study methods;

· Research on traditional forest management conservation and practices that help to elucidate and generalize the ecological underpinnings of traditional knowledge;
· Economics, marketing and policy research aimed at improving opportunities for increasing rural incomes from products and services provided by application of TFK;

· Integration of TFK into forestry curricula, and partnership with the holders and users of traditional knowledge for education of the general public and decision-makers on the livelihood and environmental values of TFK.

Next steps
Proceedings of the conference, to include a full conference report and extended (3-page) abstracts of all oral and poster presentations, will be published as a IUFRO World Series volume in April 2008. Selected papers will be included in a special issue of Forest Ecology & Management in early 2009.
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PROGRAMME

	DATE 
	ACTIVITY
	MODERATOR

	16 December 2007         Registration

	17 December 2007

	Opening 
	
	Lu Wenming

	9:00-10:00


	CAF: Dr. Liu Shirong

SFA: Mr Su Min
	

	
	Yunnan Provincial Forestry Department: Mr. Guo Huijun
	

	
	IUFRO: Prof. Don Koo Lee
	

	
	IUFRO: Dr. John Parrotta
	

	
	FAO: Mr. Patrick Durst
	

	
	APAFRI: Mr. Sarath Fernando
	

	10:00-10:30
	Coffee break and group photo
	　

	General 
	Overviews
	Patrick Durst

	10:30-11:00
	P.S. Ramakrishnan. Knowledge systems: the basis for sustainable forestry and linked food security in the Asian region

	11:00-11:30
	Youn Yeo-Chang. Access to forest resources, traditional forest-related knowledge and livelihoods of mountain villagers: cases in Korea

	11:30-12:00
	Liu Jinlong. Traditional forestry-related knowledge and its implications for development practices in China - development anthropological perspectives

	12:00-14:00
	Lunch

	Session I 
	Traditional knowledge contributions to achieving Millennium Development Goals
	Youn Yeo-Chang

	14:00-14:30
	Keynote: Cho Kyoung-Mann. Envisioning ecological and cultural place for sustainable livelihoods  

	14:30-15:50
	Kanok Rerkasem. Transformation of traditional knowledge management in the Mountainous Area of Mainland Southeast Asia: past experiences and lessons

	　
	C. Nanjundaiah. The economic value of indigenous environmental knowledge in ensuring livelihood needs and protecting local ecological services

	　
	Zhang Renhua. The traditional knowledge of Li nationality in Yunnan and sustainable forest management

	　
	Rishi Bastakoti. Food insecurity and use of wild and traditional food plants in Chepang communities of Dhading district, central Nepal

	15:50-16:20
	Tea break
	

	Session I          continued
	Xiao Wenfa

	16:20-17:40　
	Arsenio B. Ella. Indigenous Collection and marketing of honey and almaciga resin in Palawan: the NATRIPAL experience

	　
	Khaled Misbahuzzaman. Traditional indigenous knowledge-based conservation and livelihood strategies for sustainable resources management in the uplands of Bangladesh

	　
	Hemant Ojha. Beyond the traditional-scientific knowledge divide: multi-actor knowledge systems and deliberative interface in natural resource management in Nepal

	　　
	Marinor Soriano. Strengthening the Aetas' ecological values for sustainable 

	
	development　

	　18:30
	Welcome dinner
	　

	18 December 2007

	Session Ⅱ  Traditional knowledge in forest management
	P.S. Ramakrishnan

	8:30-9:00
	Keynote: Latipah Hendarti. Traditional knowledge of forest resource management among the Kasepuhan people in the upland area of West Java Indonesia

	9:00-10:00
	Juanwen Yuan. The role of “Fengshui” forests in forest management and protection in minority areas in Guizhou province

	　
	E.D. Israel Oliver King. Strategies for conservation of sacred forests of Kolli Hills, Tamil Nadu, India: a study on botany, ecology and community interactions

	　
	Delbert Rice. Indigenous forest management systems of the Ikalahan

	10:00-11:00
	Tea break and Poster Session
	Liang Luohui

	11:00-12:00
	Evangeline Galacgac. Traditional weather forecasting for sustainable agroforestry management and poverty alleviation in Ilocos Norte - Philippines

	　
	Elok Mulyoutami. Knowledge and use of local plants from Simpukng (forest gardens) among Dayak people in East Kalimantan

	　
	Zhang Yunke. Traditional Forest Management of Jingpo People

	12:00
	Lunch　

	Session III 
	Traditional knowledge in utilization of forest resources
	Baskaran K. Krishnapillay

	14:00-14:30
	Keynote: Pei Shengji. Application of traditional knowledge in forest management: Ethnobotanical indicators for sustainable use of forests.

	14:30-15:50
	B.K. Tiwari. Forest management practices of the tribal people of Meghalaya, Northeast India

	　
	Mustafa Kamal Akand. ‘Mauals’ traditional resource utilization in the Sundarbans of Bangadesh: a case of mangrove forest people

	　
	Endela Tipot. Traditional knowledge in the use of the natural resources in the Penan community in Northern Sarawak, Malaysia

	　
	Chun, Young-Woo. Songgae, Korea's traditional knowledge for sustainable forest management

	　
	Wu Qiaoming. The current situation and tentative plan for the ancient and famous trees in the village communities of Guizhou Province　

	15:50-16:20
	Tea break
	

	Session III 
	Continued
	Pei Shengji

	16:20-18:00
	M. Zulfiquar Ali Islam. Indigenous catechu production and survival strategies of the producers in Bangladesh: a study on forest resource management

	　
	Chen Xutu. Impact study on Qinghai-Tibet highland ecological protection of traditional Tibetan culture

	　
	Kalpana Ghimire & Rishi Bastakoti. Traditional Knowledge of Tharu Tribe on Medicinal Plants and Healthcare Systems in Nepal

	　
	Lee Su See. Utilization of macrofungi by some indigenous communities for food and medicine in Peninsular Malaysia

	　

　
	Zuraida. Conservation and utilization of traditional forest related knowledge for achieving sustainable livelihoods of local communities in Jambi province, Indonesia　

	19 December 2007      Field Trip

	20 December 2007

	Session IV  Contribution of traditional forest knowledge to 

           sustainable livelihoods
	Lee Su See

	8:30-9:00
	Keynote: Luohui Liang. Building on traditional shifting cultivation for rotational agroforestry: experiences from Yunnan, China

	9:00-10:40
	Wu Zhaolu. Valuing Traditional Knowledge: a case of forests of Alstonia scholaris in Southwest China

	　
	Shimako Takahashi & Luohui Liang. Lessons and challenges of community-based forest management practice in pursuit of sustainable forest management in Indonesia

	　
	Long Chunlin. Traditional ecological knowledge and forest management in the Jinuo society　


	　
	Chee Yoke Ling. Traditional Knowledge: IPRs and Benefit Sharing　

	　
	Ke Suo. Overview of land use and management in Bala village 　

	10:40-11:00
	Tea break　

	Session V:  Traditional knowledge shaping forestry policies
	Lim Hin Fui

	11:00-11:30
	Keynote: Hemant Gupta. Integrating traditional knowledge systems, local institutions, and forest conservation for sustainable forest management in Indian Himalayas

	11:30-12:10
	Valentine Udoh James. The lessons from Asia: protecting Africa’s rainforest by examining the Nigerian and Ghanaian examples

	　
	Xu Jianchu. Traditional ecological knowledge for forest policy development in Asia: implication to ecosystem restoration in Asia Water Tower.

	12:10
	Lunch
	

	Session V:  continued
	

	14:00-15:40
	Andrei Laletin. Traditional forest-related knowledge and the current international forest policy 

	　
	Lim Hin Fui. Enhancing the value of forest traditional knowledge through forest certification

	　
	Pankaj Thapa. Forest-related policy implications in Bhutan - with special reference to the Brokpas

	　
	Siddhartha Krishnan. Co-management of biodiversity: traditional knowledge and forest rights of the Soligas in South India

	　
	He Jun. Indigenous knowledge and agroforestry: using participatory technology development to improve the sloping land conversion program in Yunnan, P.R. China 　

	15:40-16:10
	Tea break
	　

	
	Panel and closing
	John Parrotta

	16:10-17:30
	Panel Discussion 

Panelists: Pei Shengji, P.S. Ramakrishnan, Patrick Durst, Lim Hui Fui and Liu Jinlong

	17:30-18:00
	Closing ceremony 
	Liu Jinlong

	　　
	IUFRO: Dr. John Parrotta

	　　
	APAFRI: Dr. Baskaran Krishnapillay

	
	CAF: Dr. Xiao Wenfa
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