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Traditional forest knowledge and innovative forest management practices developed by rural communities over the centuries have contributed significantly to the world's natural and cultural heritage, not only by creating and maintaining landscapes of outstanding beauty, but also by helping to sustain production of multiple goods and services that enhance livelihood security and quality of life. The role of traditional knowledge in sustainable forest management and conservation of cultural heritage was the focus of a conference  held on 11-15 June 2006  at the Italian Academy of Forestry Science in Florence, Italy. This meeting, “Cultural heritage and sustainable forest management: the role of traditional knowledge”, sponsored by the IUFRO’s Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge and Research Group 6.07 “Forest and Woodland History”, was supported by the University of Florence, the USDA Forest Service and the Liaison Unit of the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe (MCPFE) in cooperation with the Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forest Policies, the Regional Government of Tuscany, UNESCO, and the European Society for Environmental History. The conference represented  a further step in the implementation of the Vienna declaration n.3 of the MCPFE concerning “Preserving and enhancing the cultural dimension of sustainable forest management in Europe”, aiming to develop specific indicators concerning cultural values  to improve the existing set of criteria for Sustainable Forest Management enhanced by MCPFE.  In this respect the collaboration established among the Research Group on Forest History, the Task Force on TFK and the MCPFE is a very important achievement. 
The theme of the conference reflected the significant overlap of interests between the holders and users of traditional forest knowledge and a number of policy and planning issues and initiatives within the European Union, the broader European region, and the global forest policy community. These relate to:

· increasing recognition of the importance of traditional forest management practices in maintaining cultural landscapes;

· development and refinement of social/cultural criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management;

· the increased recognition of the contributions of traditional forest knowledge to sustainable forest management reflected in recent deliberations of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD); and 

· ongoing activities of numerous intergovernmental organizations, regional bodies, individual governments, communities, research organizations and NGOs worldwide focused on the protection and development of traditional ecological knowledge and its application to sustainable natural resource management. 

The meeting attracted 120 participants from 24 countries, including forest scientists, forest managers and planners, forest policy experts, and representatives from a variety of international organizations and forest policy bodies, including representatives from the UNFF, FAO, UNCCD, UNESCO, the Council of Europe’s European Landscape Convention, and the MCPFE Liaison Unit.  
During the technical sessions a total of 66 papers and 15 posters were presented and discussed, covering a range of topics relevant to the conference theme and the global priority topics of the IUFRO Task Force, with an emphasis on forest history and the relationship between traditional knowledge and formal forest science in the creation and maintenance of cultural forest landscapes. 
The proceedings of the conference will be published in October 2006 by the Liaison Unit of the MCPFE in Warsaw, Poland.
