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Introduction & Overview
Traditional knowledge and practices have sustained the livelihoods, cultures and the forest and agricultural resources of local and indigenous communities throughout Africa for millennia. This knowledge is tightly interwoven with traditional religious beliefs, customs, folklore, land-use practices and community-level decision-making processes, and have historically been dynamic, responding to changing environmental, social, economic and political conditions to ensure that forest resources continue to provide tangible (foods, medicines, wood and other non-timber forest products, water and fertile soils) and intangible (spiritual, social and psychological health) benefits for present and future generations.

Despite their importance and contributions to sustainable rural livelihoods, traditional forest-related knowledge and practices are under pressure in most African countries (as elsewhere in the world) for a number of reasons. These include imbalanced power relations between State forest management authorities and local and indigenous communities whose traditional governance systems and customary laws are often at odds with those of the State; the erosion of traditional knowledge and practices, government policies and regulations within and outside of the forest sector restricting access and traditional use of forest resources, and a general erosion of traditional culture and of traditional land and forest management knowledge and practices, and declining interest in traditional wisdom, knowledge, and lifestyles among younger generations. The negative implications of this loss of TFK on livelihoods, cultural and biological diversity, and the capacity of forested landscapes to provide environmental goods and services remain poorly understood, largely unappreciated, and undervalued by policy-makers and the general public in most countries.

The conference was jointly organized by the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) – Ghana in association with the IUFRO’s Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge 
and the Special Programme for Developing Countries (IUFRO-SPDC). Financial support for this event was provided by the Korea Forest Research Institute, the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management, U.S. Forest Service (Research and Development branch), the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland. For the IUFRO Task Force on Traditional Forest Knowledge, this meeting was the fourth in a series of regional conferences held since 2006.
The conference was attended by approximately 40 participants from 13 countries in Africa plus delegates from Europe and North America.  Delegates included researchers from numerous biophysical and social science disciplines, academicians and teachers, students, representatives of community-based NGOs, national forest management agencies. Also among the delegates were several representatives of local and indigenous communities involved in the studies and projects presented and discussed at the conference. The opening session of the conference included presentations by several senior Ghanaian officials and decision-makers, including Dr. A.B. Salifu (Director-General, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research), Prof. N.A. Kotey (Chief Executive, Forestry Commission) and Mr. Adjei Yeboah (Deputy Minister, Ministry of Lands, Forestry, and Mines). Their participation in the conference was an indication of the value which the conference host, the Government of Ghana, places on the issues under discussion during the conference.
Associated with this event were two pre-conference meetings organized by IUFRO’s Special Programme for Developing Countries (IUFRO-SPDC): (1) a meeting of the Directors of major African national forest research organizations (the FORNESSA network) entitled “Strengthening Institutional Cooperation for Forest Research in Sub-Saharan Africa”; and (2) a training workshop on science-policy interfacing “Enhancing Contributions of Forest Science and Traditional Forest-related Knowledge (TFRK) to the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Forest Resources in Africa". Many of the conference participants supported by the grant from the Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water Management were also involved in the science-policy training course.
Major Topics and Findings
The principal topics explored during the conference included: 
· Societal perspectives on African forests in relation to livelihoods, culture, and conservation policies;

· The contribution of traditional forest-related knowledge to sustainable forest management, traditional agricultural production systems, and poverty reduction goals; 

· The roles of traditional knowledge and management practices in sustaining cultural identity and rural livelihoods; 
· Application of traditional knowledge in management of forest and agricultural ecosystems for food, forest products and environmental services; 

· Non-timber forest products, ethnobiology and utilization of forest plants and animals in nutrition, traditional health care, and cultural expression;

· Conflicts between local and indigenous forest management practices and forest governance systems (traditional/local vs State) and efforts to resolve them;
· Challenges and opportunities for the study, preservation and enhancement of traditional knowledge to contribute to sustainable rural livelihoods and diverse forest management objectives; 
· Policy issues and processes affecting the preservation and development of traditional forest knowledge.  
A total of 25 papers were presented on these topics during the two days of formal sessions
. Presentations covered a wide range of local case studies, historical analyses, and multi-site study syntheses based on research and grass-roots development work in Cote d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Nigeria, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Uganda and Kenya, as well as two presentations from Europe (see Annex: Conference Program).
The diversity of scientific disciplines, cultural perspectives, backgrounds, experiences and philosophies of the participants made for rich, dynamic and thought-provoking discussion during the conference. From these presentations and discussions, several topics and issues emerged that appear to be common to most countries in the region regarding the cultural, economic, and ecological importance of traditional forest knowledge, and challenges faced by local and indigenous communities to strengthen and preserve their traditional knowledge and lifestyles.  
Among the issues highlighted during the conference is the general lack of recognition of the importance of traditional forest-related knowledge for livelihood security (including sustainable agricultural production and health care) by decision-makers at the national level, including those responsible for policies and management decisions about forests and woodlands which have been under traditional management by local and indigenous communities long before the establishment of state-level forest management agencies. The need to foster greater awareness of traditional knowledge and practices among policy makers, planners and the general public was highlighted, as was the need for greater involvement of forest-dependent people in forestry and agricultural policies, planning and management. 
Also discussed were the shortcomings (and some failures) of many biodiversity conservation efforts in countries where establishment and management of protected areas have failed to recognize and respect the customary use rights and the roles of traditional use practices (and traditional forest governance systems) in maintaining these ecosystems and sustaining the physical, social, and spiritual well-being of forest-dependent communities.
The continued rapid erosion of traditional forest-related knowledge was an issue that received considerable attention during the conference. Strengthening the intergenerational linkages that are critical to preserving and further developing this knowledge, requires a recognition of the changing social, economic, and governance conditions arising both from within these communities and impinging on them from the broader, urbanized, or even globalised society.  As in other regions of the world, these forces include the expansion of market economies, the powerful effects of popular cultural values and lifestyle expectations via the mass media, and economic, agricultural, and forest policies that restrict traditional forms of agricultural and forest management, undermine traditional communal decision-making institutions, and limit market access to forest products based on traditional practices. 
On the other hand, the conference highlighted a number of encouraging local and national examples and strategies for reversing these trends. Partnerships with NGOs, universities and research organizations and others have helped in some cases to preserve or restore traditional use rights and access for forest-dependent communities, yielded effective joint forest management arrangements, and enhanced the profile and prestige of traditional forest-related knowledge within and outside of local and indigenous communities. 
The role of forest science
The actual and potential importance of forest science to helping protect and realize the full potential of traditional forest-related knowledge was discussed during the conference. Among the major points echoed throughout the conference by the participants were the importance of multi-disciplinary, participatory, research (both biophysical and social sciences); the critical issue of trust and respect (for communities, their cultures, beliefs and practices) in research on traditional knowledge, and the need for such research to help solve immediate, practical problems faced by the communities in which they work.
Working with local and indigenous communities, the forest science community can contribute to the revitalization of traditional forest-related knowledge in several important ways, including:

· Documentation of TFK in close partnership with holders and users of this knowledge, respecting the rights of local communities with regards to intellectual property protection and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the possible use of this knowledge;

· Research on traditional forest management practices and uses of forest biodiversity that help to elucidate the ecological underpinnings of traditional knowledge, and enhance possibilities for effective integration of scientific and traditional knowledge for improved forest resource management;
· Integration of TFK into forestry curricula, and partnership with the holders and users of traditional knowledge for education of the general public and decision-makers on the livelihood and environmental values of TFK.

Next steps
Proceedings of the conference, to include a full conference report and edited papers of all presentations, will be prepared by A. Oteng-Yeboah (Univ. of Ghana), J. Cobbinah (FORIG.CSIR), and J. Parrotta (U.S. Forest Service) and published as a IUFRO World Series volume in early 2009. Discussions are underway with editors of international peer-review journals for the possible publication of selected papers. All of the presentations will be considered as good source material for the Africa regional chapter of the IUFRO Task Force’s planned State-of-Knowledge report, to be published by Springer in early 2010. It is expected that several of those participating in this conference will be co-authors of this book chapter on African TFK.
Further information on the conference and other IUFRO TFK Task Force activities may be found at: http://www.iufro.org/science/task-forces/traditional-forest-knowledge/, or by contacting the Task Force Coordinator, Dr. John Parrotta at: jparrotta@fs.fed.us
� The conference program also included a full-day field trip to the Kakum National Forest.
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