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Introduced in Cameroon some decades ago, cocoa trees are mainly grown under forest shade. While technical requirements for cocoa trees are well-know and taught to farmers, associated forest trees are generally retained and managed without advices from extension/forest services to provide shade to cocoa and satisfy some household needs (such as food, medicine, etc…). Depending on the nature and density of associated trees inside cocoa agroforest, cocoa can be either attacked by black pod disease (when the shade is heavy) or capsids (when the shade is light). With the support of the state which was providing pesticides, farmers in their daily practices succeeded to find “stable” situations where associated trees are maintained to allow growing and production of introduced cocoa trees. Under the context of worldwide economic liberalization, the state withdrew from pesticides acquisition and distribution which generated new constraints. The previous “stable” situations (where cocoa trees (i) received regularly synthesize chemical applications and (ii) mixed with associated (forest/exotic) trees) were disrupted by the reduction of pesticides applications. The reduction of pesticides used leads to the increase of Pest and diseases with the consequence of reducing the productivity of cocoa trees.  The current communication described farmer knowledge developed to overcome pest and diseases inside cocoa agroforest. These farmers knowledge are generally based on plant/trees extracts that are mixed with synthesize chemicals. Constraints related to application of these farmers knowledge are also described and discussed.

