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The harvesting and consumption of plant products from natural forests is known to account for a large proportion of the livelihood of people living close to such habitats. The majority of these harvested plant products are non-timber forest products. However, excessive extraction of forest products is likely to impact negatively on the population structure and organization. The purpose of this study was to assess the manifold uses of Sclerocarya birrea (A.Rich) Hochst and bring out indicators of the species population status and viability in relation to the local uses and land uses practices. A total of 159 respondents randomly selected in all occurring socio-ethnic (Dendi, Gourmantché, Fulfulde, Hausa) and professional (Farmers, traditional healers, cattle breeder, fishers, craftsmen etc) groups with respect to sex and age were interviewed in all 18 villages of Karimama around the protected area. The mains rubrics of the survey form were related to the part of the species used, the ways it is harvested and the ways it is used and what it is used for. The answer rate per kind of utilisation was calculated. Results showed that S. birrea is maintained by farmers in an agroforestry situation. About 73% of 159 respondents sampled have at least one Sclerocarya birrea tree on their farm. There is no major culture and ritual associated to S. birrea apart from veneration when the tree appeared to be the largest or the oldest located around a village. The socio-economical importance of S. birrea species results in supplying the local population needs in food and medicine scopes. All parts of the species (bark, fruits, kernel, leaves, root and wood) are used by local population. About ten diverse illnesses are treated with S. birrea organs particularly the bark. Currently, no organ of S.birrea is a matter of marketing exchange in the district. Apart from logging for carving and clearing for agricultural purposes and, the current use didn't appear to threaten the species' viability. Based on these results we conclude that Sclerocarya birrea is a multipurpose uses species and plays important role in population livelihood. It is underutilised and deserve more attention for the improvement of local population livelihood.

